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“As nurses we have been at the core of 

the pandemic, working across all sec-

tors. Then the explosive eruption of 

the volcano added an element which 

wasn’t expected. Through this gesture 

you the church are highlighting how 

valuable nurses are to the health care 

system.” 

DaSilva thanked church leaders for 

demonstrating, in a very tangible way, 

appreciation for nurses. 

“You are a true reflection of what the 

church ought to be doing, ministering 

both to our spiritual and physical 

needs. Thank you for seeing us, thank 

you for investing in us,” she added. 

Senior Nursing Officer for Hospital 

Services on the islands Viola Richard-

son praised the commitment of the 

church in helping so many citizens 

through tough times. “Activities such 

as these give an extra push to nurses 

who may be on the brink of burnout,” 

said Richardson. 

Church leaders also distributed phar-

maceutical products donated by the 

Adventist Community Hospital in Port 

of Spain, Trinidad, to St. Vincent’s 

Milton Cato Memorial Hospital medi-

cal stores. 

Pastor Dermoth Baptiste gives 

food hamper to Peggy DaSilva 

Chief Nursing Officer 
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Dr. Kern Tobias 

 

It is very heartening to note that “through the Lord’s mercies we 

are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new 

every morning; great is your faithfulness”  (Lamentations 3:22,23). 

We made it through 2020 despite all the challenges of the COVID 

19 pandemic. It is disheartening that 2021 looks very much like the 

same, and even worse with new variants appearing. However, the 

mission of the church is being kept in focus. 

The power of prayer was very evident as the Prayer Intercessors 

marshalled by Pastor Ashton O’Neil, mobilized the membership 

into a vibrant prayer-force. The experience was enthralling and re-

warding, especially as the different territories utilized their unique-

ness to thrill the hearts of the participants. It provided a great start 

to the year, despite the COVID 19 anxieties. 

We praise God for the successful hosting of the CARU Impact 

which featured Dr. Claudius Morgan and a host of dynamic partici-

pants who worked tirelessly to make a real impact on members and 

visitors alike. It was a joy to note the emergence of new categories 

of leaders who displayed the expertise to utilize the tech-

nology to give Christ and His church a pow erful presence 

in the virtual space. 

The Stewardship Impact was another outstanding feature of the year, and Dr. Gandalal 

Samlalsingh was used by God to inspire confidence in His providence and provisions. Even though the 

economies of the Caribbean countries were floundering, God provided personal and organizational 

prosperity to promulgate His work. 

 

As if the pandemic was not enough, the people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines were traumatized and 

paralyzed by the La Soufriere Volcano. God used that mishap, however, to display the love and largesse 

of His local, regional, and international church, which gave outstanding support to all the people who 

were affected. Pastor Dermoth Baptiste must be commended for his sterling leadership and mobilization 

of the local church to serve its community. 

 

We praise God for the opportunity, through the many Ministries to keep the mission alive! 

The Necessity of Transformation THE METAMORPHOSIS OF TRANSFORMATION 

   The President Writes 
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The praise team led by Lisa Johnson included Ken 

Reeves, Lashana Gittens, Lee-Ann Branker, Suzanne 

Webster and Juliana Roach.  The production crew led 

by Wayne Morgan comprised Simon Victor, Clifford 

Trotman, Jared Trotman, Beresford Hunte, Pastor 

Dayle Haynes and Francena Leacock. 

Has this CARU impact changed the trajectory of pub-

lic evangelism in our Union?  What a question!   

What is absolutely clear is that if we did it once we 

can do it again.  What is even clearer is the presence 

of communication professionals (some of whom can 

be considered  technophiles) in our Union and not on-

ly are they present, their willingness to participate and 

to give of their time and resources sacrificially is  

heartwarming and highly commendable. 

Our President was certain that the program would be-

come a reality.  He encouraged the preacher and the 

presidents and even though some fields moved slowly 

out of the blocks, when the program commenced, it 

was evident that this is the one thing we do.  We had 

tremendous collaboration and we give praise to God. 

From the assessment conducted by Wayne Morgan, 

the coordinator for the program,  we can report some 3 

million viewers and every night the attendance kept 

climbing and the excitement was evident by the many 

comments that were posted on comments platforms.  

We had over 130 sites as noted in the assessment, and 

baptisms were conducted as a result of the program in 

the USA, Bahamas, Canada and England as well as 

the Caribbean.  The program was dubbed CARU Im-

pact but from all reports and assessments it could well 

have been dubbed UNIVERSAL impact. 

Commendation to the staff of the Caribbean Union 

who assisted in the management of the impact across 

each of the 10 fields.  Commendations are in order as 

well for all the Communication Directors and the As-

sistants to the Presidents in the 10 fields of the Union. 

Special kudos to Sister Sheryle Liverpool for her effi-

ciency, effectiveness and cooperation in the manage-

ment of CARU Impact 2021. 

A word of gratitude to the active supporters from the 

IAD including  Drs.  Braham and Telemaque and past 

president Israel Leito who was particularly excited, 

that his nephew Timothy Leito was shining as one of 

the hosts.  To God be the glory, great things He has 

done. 

The Necessity of Transformation THE METAMORPHOSIS OF TRANSFORMATION 

The ten (10) fields that constitute the Caribbean Union Conference have 

risen mightily to the challenge of staging the historic CARU Impact 2021.  
The mighty Guyana Conference bypassed its baptism goal with over 1000 
persons amid the digital and connectivity challenges.  The Suriname Mis-

sion, navigating the language and other challenges, realized 33 baptisms.  
What is outstanding is that amid the COVID 19 challenges there was bap-
tism in each of the territories and this is amazing and rewarding. 

Congratulations are in order for all the “techsavvies” in each of our 

10 fields.  We had just over 80 persons in our technical team and we 
must admit that the graphics were amazing, the coordination superb 
and the production absolutely laudable.  Congratulations to this team 

of professionals.   

We must make mention of the team at the recording site.  The mu-
sicians: Mike Sealy (Guitar), Joel Thomas (bass), Shawn Mayers 
(Organ), Asher Maynard (drummer), and  Andrew Bradt 

(keyboardist). The readers: Pastors Leslie Padmore and Shane 
Butcher and the main reader, the effervescent, Elder David Wood.  

Dr. Claudius Morgan 
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The Seventh-day Adventist church takes the Gos-

pel Commission given to us by our Heavenly Com-

mander, Jesus Christ, seriously. 

In keeping with its mission, the Caribbean Union 

Conference decided to venture into a four-week 

Good News Virtual Campaign with International 

Preacher Dr. Claudius Morgan.  This campaign 

was to be the most significant, fiercest, and great-

est spiritual warfare ever fought. 

Therefore, the Caribbean Union Prayer Coordina-

tors immediately set plans in train to use the 

church’s most potent weapon  - prayer. 

Pr. Ashton O’Neil, the Caribbean Union Prayer 

Coordinator, in consultation with the ten Field 

Prayer Coordinators, developed the following 

Strategic Prayer Plan: 

To have 40 Days of Prayer from January 6 – Feb-

ruary 14, 2021, from 4:30 -5:30 a.m. 

1. The first eleven early morning prayer sessions 

to be joint Caribbean Union Sessions. 

2. The Caribbean Union plans and coordinates 

the first session on January 6 and the 10 Fields 

to do the same for the remaining ten joint ses-

sions. Each field assigned one session. 

3. Of the remaining 29 sessions, 20 were Confer-

ence/Mission Sessions, four Zonal and five 

more joint Caribbean Union Sessions. 

4. To establish the following Three Zonal Prayer 

Groups:  

Zone #1: Guyana Conference, Surinam e 

Mission, Tobago Mission 

Zone #2: South Caribbean Conference, 

Grenada Conference,  

St. Vincent & The Grenadines Mission 

Zone #3: East Caribbean Conference, Saint 

Lucia Mission, South Leeward Conference, North 

Caribbean Conference 

(Continued on Page 14) 

 

By: Pr. Ashton O’Neil 
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From Devout Roman Catholic to  
the 28th President of USC 

At the end of June 2021, there will be a changing 

of the guard in the Office of the President of the 

University of the Southern Caribbean (USC). The 

well-choreographed changing of the guard at 

Buckingham Palace is apparently an elegant spec-

tacle to behold. For the first time in quite some 

time, a presidential change at our university is 

transpiring with comparable finesse. Dr. Hilary 

Bowman provided the university community with 

a year’s notice of his intention to demit office and 

in so doing, permitted the Board of Trustees to en-

gage the tedious process of finding a worthy suc-

cessor with more than adequate time on the clock 

for a seamless transition.  

Dr. Hilary Bowman, the first person of Indo-

Caribbean heritage to become President of USC, 

came to the presidency of our university in 2016 

under quite challenging circumstances. There had 

been rapid and sudden changes in top leadership, 

financial instability, incomplete capital projects 

and decaying campus infrastructure among other 

serious challenges. USC’s two accreditations were 

also up for review. So difficult was the inheritance, 

that a past president and a career denominational 

worker remarked in a private note to Dr. Bowman, 

“I feel that I would not be far off if I say that at the 

moment you are facing one of the most serious 

challenges ever to be faced by any President in the 

93 years history of the institution.” By all ac-

counts, USC is in a better place today than it was 

in 2016. (Continued on page 62) 

Dr. Hilary Bowman at a glance: 

Dr. Bowman is the serving Education Director of 

CARU and the outgoing President of USC. 

He has been married to Mrs. Verina Bowman nee 

Bacchus for the past 47 years. They are parents of 

two adult children: Dr. Kurt Bowman, a pulmo-

nary critical care doctor and Karen Swan a busi-

ness-woman. They have five grandchildren. 

Dr. Bowman enjoys cooking, entertaining friends 

and gardening. 

Earlier days—Dr Hilary Bowman and his wife 

By Hayden Mc Kenna—USC Editor and writer 
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Written By: Nathaniel S. Emilien 

Left to Right, Top to Bottom receiving certificates from Mission President Roger Stephen, 
Pastors Quigley Morris, Devron Thomas, Rod Rene and Richard Randolph. 

On the afternoon of Sabbath 22nd May, the island 

church and the rest of the world, witnessed the 

first-ever virtual ordination service held in the 

Caribbean Union Conference of Seventh-day Ad-

ventists.  The service was held at the Castries Sev-

enth-day Adventist Church and saw four pastors 

and their families of the Saint Lucia Mission or-

dained to the gospel ministry.  The ordinands 

were Pastors Rod René, Devron Thomas, Richard 

Randolph and Quigley Morris.  It is customary for 

officials of the Caribbean Union to attend such 

ordination services.  However, the travel re-

strictions brought about by COVID-19 pandemic 

did not provide such an opportunity.   
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Pastor Rod Rene hails from the picturesque com-

munity of La Croix Maingot.  He has served the 

church in the capacity of elder and youth leader at 

his home church, L’Abayee (Zion) SDA church pri-

or to receiving the call to ministry.  His greatest 

joy is being married to the effervescent Alecia 

Charlery-Rene and being the father of the auda-

cious Ariel Melody Rene.  Pastor Rene has served 

a total of 7 churches and 1 group as Senior/

District Pastor, including his current assignment 

at the Derriere Fort District of SDA and former 

assignment at the Maranatha District.  Pastor 

Rene holds to the view that all of his accomplish-

ments as a minister, including baptisms and the 

implementation of relevant contemporary initia-

tives, should be attributed to those who worked 

tirelessly with him—church boards, crusade 

teams, club leaders and directors, and by exten-

sion, all the members of the congregations he 

served.  To them, he says, WELL DONE!  Rod 

Malone Rodney Rene aims only to make it to the 

kingdom, everything else is secondary!  

 

Pastor Devron Thomas was born and bred in the 

community of Laborie.  He currently serves as the 

lead pastor for the Desruisseaux District of SDA 

which comprises, Agape, Belle-Vue, Grace and 

Cacoa SDA Churches.  He has served as lead Pas-

tor for the Marc and Sarrot SDA Churches, the 

Gros Islet SDA Church and the Maranatha District 

of Churches.  Pastor Thomas is the tele-evangelist 

for the Saint Lucia Mission and speaker for the 

Open Bible Telecast (The official television pro-

gram of the Saint Lucia Mission of SDA) which is 

aired weekly on HTS, one of Saint Lucia’s premier 

TV stations.  Throughout his Christian walk, his 

personal mantra remains “What shall I tell young 

people who are about to enter the ministry that 

shall be more useful to them than this?  Keep to 

the cross, Keep to the cross!”  

 

 

Pastor Devron Thomas along with his 

adorable wife Bethia Thomas and their 

son Benjamin Thomas.  Daughter Me-

gan Thomas not in picture. 

Ordinands’ Biographies  

Pastor Rod Rene with his darling wife 

Alecia Charlery-Rene along with their 

daughter Ariel Melody Rene. 
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After much deliberation, the Inter-American Divi-

sion granted permission for fields to conduct their 

ordination services virtually.  As such, the Admin-

istration and Ministerial Department of the Carib-

bean Union joined with the leadership of the Saint 

Lucia Mission via video conferencing to conduct 

this historic event. 

There was prodigious support for the pastors from 

their colleagues in ministry and church members.  

The service was not only infused with humour and 

good-natured Christian fellowship, but it was 

blessed with a series of melodious musical items 

from Shirleyann Cyril-Mayers as well as Agape 

SDA Church Group. 

The sermon was presented by the President of the 

Caribbean Union Conference Dr. Kern Tobias, 

who shared a practical message about the chal-

lenges of being in ministry but coupled this with 

the encouragement that even in hardships, we can 

still “rejoice in the Lord always” (Philippians 4:4).  

Dr. Tobias explained that the joy we have in God is 

not altered by what is going on around us, as joy is 

about “knowing who you are and whose you are.”  

Therefore, the joy that God places in our hearts 

cannot be changed by the challenges we face, a 

message which resonated with everyone. 

Pastor Roger Stephen, President of the Saint Lucia 

Mission said, “It was a historical event for us.  I 

am happy that we are starting to recognize that 

God can use anyone for His work.  May we seek 

God's wisdom to know His purpose for our lives 

and how we can live accordingly, so that on that 

glorious day of Christ's appearing, He may say to 

us, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.’” 

The wives of the pastors were welcomed to the fra-

ternity of ministerial spouses by Sister Linda Tobi-

as, Associate Ministerial Secretary of the Caribbe-

an Union, and Sister Priscilla Stephen, Shepherd-

ess Co-Ordinator of the Saint Lucia Mission.  They 

were also recognised and affirmed for the years 

they have spent supporting their husbands in min-

istry – each receiving tokens of appreciation.  Alt-

hough being a 'shepherdess' may not be their pri-

mary occupation, the wives of the ministers play a 

vital role in supporting the pastors in their work.  

We are grateful to God for the opportunity to com-

mit these faithful servants to life-long ministry 

and affirm the calling of God upon their lives.  It 

was a blessing that the service, being the first of its 

kind went through without a hitch, so that these 

families could be set aside for ministry.  We be-

lieve that heaven rejoiced with us to see the work-

force of God increase in number and strength, es-

pecially as we draw closer to the return of Jesus 

Christ.  Our joy would be to see these young minis-

ters continue to impact the lives of God’s people, 

building the Kingdom till He comes. 

THE METAMORPHOSIS OF TRANSFORMATION 

Consecration Prayer for Ordinands 
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Pastor Quigley Morris and the joy of his life 

Joan Perineau Morris. Quintan Ethan is not in 

photo 

Pastor Richard Randolph with hs 
adoring beauty Unester 

Rene-Randolph.  Richard 
Jonathan holds firmly on 

Ordinands’ Biographies  
Pastor Richard Randolph born in the picturesque com-

munity of Ti Rocher.  After surrendering hs heart to 

Christ as a young man, he was an active member of 

the Micoud SDA church, his home church.  It was 

during that time of service he received the call to min-

istry. Subsequently, he matriculated to the University 

of the Southern Caribbean – an affiliate of Andrews 

University at the time.  In 2012, he graduated magna 

cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Theology 

from Andrews University.  Through his ministry, over 

400 souls have been led to the lord.  His vision is to 

empower and mentor the youth for ministry.  He lives 

by the precept that “circumstances should never be 

allowed to shape who you are.  However, circum-

stances should be used as a tool for your future em-

powerment.” 

 

 

 

Pastor Quigley Morris hails from the community of 

L'Abayee.  He started pastoral ministry on the 1st of 

January 2012 in the Castries District, and was trans-

ferred the following year to the Micoud District.  His 

first assignment as a District Pastor was the five-

church district of Babonneau.  At present, he func-

tions as the Pastor of the Maranatha District.  His 

mantra: “In my 10 years in ministry, having discov-

ered the pain and pleasure that define it, and having 

decided to give it my best, like Jesus, I want to be re-

membered as a man who cares about people.” 

The simplicity of this first ordination service is startling given its impact 
upon the future of the gospel proclamation. There is no costly temple, 
no dazzling rituals, no dignified guests in attendance. The order of ser-

vice is unadorned and straightforward. 
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“What was so special about this particular Sab-

bath?”  You might ask.  Well, let me hasten to tell 

you that the South Leeward Conference of SDA 

aired its very first virtual ordination service.  Covid

-19 thought that it had us trapped, but our leaders 

pushed fearlessly ahead.  Not only were ministerial 

families in Antigua in attendance at this ordination 

service but officials from our other territories in 

the South Leeward Conference (SLC), the Caribbe-

an Union and congregations across the globe. 

We were treated to a five course meal, with the ap-

petizer being the prelude performed by the St. 

John’s SDA praise team.  With pomp and style, the 

Administrators, Directors, pastors and all spouses 

proceeded up the center aisle, being serenaded, as 

it were, by the praise team.  Once everyone was in 

their respective positions, we were greeted by Dr. 

Wayne Knowles, Executive Secretary of SLC. 

Each item added a special touch to the serenity of 

the service, from the scripture reading of 1Timothy 

1: 12 – 17 to the prayer offered by Pastor Bertie 

Henry (Treasurer, Caribbean Union Conference) 

and then to the remarks by our President, Dr. Car-

son L. Greene.  We knew that we were about to re-

ceive a special blessing.  Sis. Tiffany Smith remind-

ed us that ‘People need the Lord’ as she served her 

item on a silver platter with lots of praise sauce. 

Dr. Kern Tobias, President of the Caribbean Un-

ion, presented the first power-packed entrée under 

the title, “Follow me, only if I follow Christ.”  He 

admonished the ordinands to forget selfish ambi-

tions and attitudes and to focus on Christ.  His 

charge was simple, yet profound:  “Believe in 

Christ.  Belong to Christ.  Behave like Christ.”  He 

assured the ordinands and all pastors that if this 

becomes their mantra, anyone who follows them 

will indeed be following Christ. 

(Continued Next Page) 

 

Pastor Armory and Sister Nickeitha Walker 

Pastor Chalvar and Sister Nadia Henry 
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Entrée, part two, was the presentation and ordina-

tion prayer of the candidates and their spouses.  

Imagine with me, a wedding processional with the 

bride and groom being escorted down the centre 

aisle!  This is what we experienced!  The spouses 

were decked in their royal garb with matching fas-

cinators and masks, and the men were suited as 

kings.  Pastor Johnson Frederick, Executive Secre-

tary of the Caribbean Union, laid down a prayer as 

was never heard before.  He petitioned God to 

make them become more powerful preachers of 

the gospel who will be bold servants in delivering 

persons from the enemy.  He reminded everyone 

that the darker the times we live in, the more pow-

erful is the light of God which these pastors must 

shine wherever they are called to serve. 

Pastor Ammaran Williams, Ministerial Secretary 

and Family Ministries Director of the Caribbean 

Union, served the ordination charge as he remind-

ed the ordinands that they have been called to be 

servants.  A servant, he stated, is one who is called 

to be like Jesus, to know what he teaches and 

whom he teaches, and finally, to live like his Mas-

ter. 

Pastor Laurenge Challenger, one of the ordinands, 

was chosen to give the response and that he did 

from deep within his soul.  Recognition was given 

to family members, mentors and other church 

members who have made an indelible mark on 

their lives and shaped them to become the pastors 

that they are today.   

Sisters, a female group of pastoral spouses, served 

the toast in a song entitled, ‘Touch me Lord,’ while 

official words of welcome were given by Dr. Carson 

Greene, Mrs. Michelle Greene (Pastoral Spouses 

Coordinator for SLC) and Mrs. Linda Tobias 

(Shepherdess Coordinator for the Caribbean Un-

ion).  These greetings were followed by large serv-

ings of love which were poured out in the form of 

gifts of all shapes, sizes and colors.  When we 

thought that the meal was far more than we de-

sired, we were swept away by the dessert, the icing 

on the cake as it were, by a pastors’ quintet as they 

sang, ‘Go Preach the Gospel’. 

Having experienced and enjoyed a well balanced 

meal, we were ushered out with the words of ‘So 

Send I You’ and a final prayer by Pastor Charles 

Heskey, Retired Ministerial Secretary of SLC. 

Pastor Prince and Sister Yuliecia Harris 

Pastor Laurenge and Sister Makeda Challenger 
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2. 1,000 Strong Intercessors Movement 

The Caribbean Union Prayer Director and team for-

mulated the 1,000 Intercessors Movement in the ten 

geographical areas.  The intercessors were assigned 

to pray individually, by families, groups of twos and 

in churches at least three times a day. 

Prayers were offered every day, before, during, and 

after the campaign for Dr. Claudius Morgan and his 

family, the crusade team, the church preparations, 

technical team, field preparations, the visitors, deci-

sions, baptism, and salvation of souls. The 1,000 in-

tercessors also offered special prayer sessions for 

members and visitors with prayer requests. 

The Prayer Coordinator of CARU and the ten field 

Prayer Coordinators launched the prayer initiative 

on Sabbath, January 2, with Dr. Samuel Telemaque 

from the Inter-American Division as the devotional 

speaker.  

Dr. Kern Tobias delivered the first powerful message 

on January 6 to begin the 40 Days of Prayer Initia-

tive and culminated the Prayer Session on February 

14, 2021. 

Every morning at 4:30 – 5:30, powerful messages 

came from dedicated preachers.  It was a daily divine

-human encounter.  The response was beyond our 

expectation.  Over 2,000 persons were in attendance 

each morning, and many sessions over our 3,000 

limit. 

These early morning prayer sessions brought the en-

tire Caribbean Union membership together.  Addi-

tionally, the presence of the Holy Spirit generated a 

passion for involvement in the campaign. 

The leaders and members realized the follow-

ing goals: 

 The power of prayer broke down many barriers 

and walls and provided opportunities for mem-

bership involvement and positive community re-

sponse to our invitation to attend. 

 Answered prayers and miracles received. 

 Our members experienced revival and refor-

mation. 

 The heart-searching and surrendering messages 

were impacting. 

 The team and members were empowered and 

readied for the campaign. 

The Pen of Inspiration reminds us, “The greatest vic-

tories to the church of Christ or to the individual 

Christian are not those that are gained by talent or 

education, by wealth or the favour of men. They are 

those victories that are gained in the audience cham-

ber with God, when earnest, agonizing faith lays hold 

upon the mighty arm of power” (Patriarchs and 

Prophets, p. 203.1.). 

The prayer initiative was a phenomenal success, 

members gained many victories, and the member-

ship and leaders realized a tremendous prayer mo-

mentum.  Some of the testimonies received were: 

 My family was blessed and revived. 

 I was personally drawn closer to Jesus. 

 These were power impacting sessions. I was slip-

ping away, but now I am refreshed and revived. 

 I was very discouraged and about to give up. Now 

my faith is strong in the Lord. 

 I got my prayer answered.  My prayer life and 

family worship have been revived. 

 My life has changed. 

 

Praise God! These 40 Days of Prayer were meaning-

ful, spiritually reviving and most impactful.  Prayer 

indeed works and has proven once again to 

be our most potent weapon as a church. 

 

 

By: Pr. Ashton O’Neil 

Ps. Ashton O’Neil Prayer Coordinator CARU 

Continued From Page 8 
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Mother nature was in magnificent, splendid dis-

play on April 9, 2021 when the La Soufriere Volca-

no in St Vincent and the Grenadines woke up furi-

ously, after lying asleep for 42 years since the last 

eruption in 1979. It terrifyingly assaulted the pop-

ulation with its fatal, lethal, deadly punches; on 

the left and the right, over the river, on the banks, 

north, south, east, west, as far as St Lucia, Barba-

dos, Grenada; no one escaped its wrath and fury.    

Oh! what a night, what a Saturday night, when on 

the 10th after the Sabbath hours ended, it blasted 

off like an inter ballistic missile with earth trem-

bling noises to a height of 51,000 feet, far beyond 

the flying space of commercial jets. Sunday morn-

ing was like midnight, as the entire island was en-

veloped in dust, gas and ash. Ash blanketed the 

country  with deposits ranging from 2 inches in 

the safe zone to more than 2 feet in the red zone.  

The water system was immediately decommis-

sioned, electricity service was shut down, the en-

tire country was plunged into darkness, unidenti-

fied flying missiles were hitting you in the face, 

mask wearing became a must and every man, 

woman, child and beast was marooned to his own 

corner.  

The air quality had been severely compromised 

due to toxic gases floating in the atmosphere and 

noxious sediments deposited on every street, back-

yard and building in SVG. Conditions became rife 

for respiratory ailments, allergic reactions, skin 

irritation and post traumatic disorders of the high-

est degree.  

Coupled with COVID 19 still lurking around and a 

current outbreak of clusters in some shelters, this 

has become a double-edged sword knocking with 

blunt force on both sides of the neck as it were.  

The nation is crying relentlessly, “I can’t breathe. I 

can’t breathe!  Take your knees off my neck! I can’t 

breathe!” 

After 31 continuous occurrences of explosive 

pounding  from April 9-22, the nation has been 

left bruised, battered, beaten and broken like the 

proverbial man travelling the perilous road from 

Jerusalem to Jericho who fell among thieves and 

was left to die. The following statistics present a 

very compelling and revealing narrative: 

(Continued on Page 16) 

By Pastor Dermoth Baptiste 

SVG Mission  
the Volcanic Eruptions 

Big Response to  

Dr. the  Honorable Ralph Gonsalves speaks to the worker at the Mission Office 



16 

 

THE METAMORPHOSIS OF TRANSFORMATION 

1. The entire country has been petrified and paralyzed by the damaging, detrimental, destruct

 tive  energy which mirrors the eruption of 1902 in which 1600 persons perished. 

2. Over 100,000 cubic meters of poisonous gases, ash, rocks and magma were emitted into the at

 mosphere, with their accompanying currents of mud-streams, pyroclastic flows and lahars which 

 became tumultuous threats to human habitation. 

3. Preliminary estimates put the destruction to the economy at 50% of GDP, which can retard the 

 development of the Country by 10 years. Every sector of the economy has been affected with agri

 culture taking a good beating, tree crops destroyed, fruits ruined, vegetation stripped, livestock 

 destroyed, valleys transformed, houses disintegrated , and road network derailed. 

4. Some 15,000 persons had to be evacuated with little more than the clothing on their backs to the 

 green and yellow zones. Instantly their world turned upside down with their mental horizon  

 blurred and  emotions running high. They found themselves living in 87 Government designated 

 shelters, or among families and friends, waiting on hand-outs by State agencies and other hu

 manitarian NGO’S. 

5. Schools are closed, and are used as shelters in the green and yellow zones as many of the build-

 ings are uninhabitable in the orange and red zones.   Thank God there has been no loss of life, but 

 the social disruption has been undeniably  astounding and the psychological trauma unquestion

 ably shocking. The national back may have been broken, but the resilient spirit of survival exists.  

A massive relief program had to be implemented immediately to take care of the displaced residents, in 

which the Seventh-day Adventist Church, from a ‘duty of care’ is performing a significant role. The 

Church’s intervention to the relief exercise is in six (6) distinct, defined areas:  

(Continued on Page 41) 

 

Rising to the challenge of cleaning of ash from every house roof in SVG 
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Adventist in North Caribbean Islands 

Collect Tons of Supplies for Volcano 

Victims 

Seventh-day Adventists across ten islands in the 

North Caribbean region recently joined forces to 

provide urgent assistance to the hundreds of peo-

ple displaced by the eruptions of La Soufrière Vol-

cano in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. The volca-

no, which had been dormant for more than 40 

years, sent lava streaming down the mountain and 

engulfed the southeast Caribbean’s atmosphere 

with toxic ash last month. 

“We have discovered there are still major gaps in 

basic needs, including food, water, hygiene, clean-

ing kits and personal protective equipment,” said 

Pastor Alexander Isaacs, health ministries director 

for the church in the English Caribbean territory.  

“The needs are widespread, and we are working 

around the clock to get these essential items to 

those impacted.”  At the start of the eruptions on 

Apr. 9, 2021, more than 20,000 people were dis-

placed and unable to return to their homes. 

Relief supplies collected in Sint Maarten are load-

ed up on a truck headed to the port for shipment 

into St. Vincent and the Grenadines. [Photo: 

Christina Blythe] 

The Adventist Development and Relief Agency 

(ADRA), through its local North Caribbean Con-

ference Director Wilmoth James, collaborated 

with the region’s Community Services leaders to 

commission a prompt response to alleviate the dis-

comfort of residents on St. Vincent and the Grena-

dines. Leaders also collected a special disaster of-

fering throughout all of its congregations on Apr. 

24. 

Four 20-foot containers filled with supplies were 

collected in St. Croix. Other containers collected 

last month in St. Eustatius, Anguilla, Tortola, and 

Sint Maarten, included thousands of cases of wa-

ter, personal hygiene care packages, cleaning 

agents, toiletries and clothing.  In addition, church 

members in St. Thomas raised thousands of dol-

lars for St. Vincent. More shipments were sent this 

month as well, church leaders said.  

(Continued on Page 49) 

Pastor Trent Berg and volunteer workers stand with relief supplies  
in Virgin Gorda for St. Vincent.  
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The recent evangelistic outreach of the Caribbean Un-
ion was impactful, engaging, exciting, spirited and 
Christ-centered. Featuring solid biblical preaching in-
terspersed with lively singing by Pastor Claudius Mor-
gan, over two thousand souls were led to Christ.  
Drawing from all sections of the Bible, and from his 
own conversion experience, Evangelist Morgan held 
his audience for the full duration of the four-weeks 
campaign. My wife and I adjusted our schedules in 
order to view the nightly and Sabbath meetings as 
they were refreshing and uplifting. Apart from the 
preaching, there were Bible-based teachings on such 
topics as tithing and the Spirit of Prophecy.  The music 
which emanated from all sections of the Caribbean 
Union, was stirring and moving. 
 

CARU Impact was indeed impacting for the Caribbean 
Union as it allowed for involvement across the union 
territory, spilling into neighboring countries, the 
Americas, Canada and the United Kingdom. Were it 
not for Covid-19 we would not have witnessed an Im-
pact of this magnitude, displaying organization, unity 
and technology at its best. Though the meetings have 
ended, CARU Impact continues to reverberate 
throughout the region. I imagine there is already talk 
of CARU Impact II. Let’s go for it!   

The Necessity of Transformation THE METAMORPHOSIS OF TRANSFORMATION 

Studio Team, Praise Team, Reader with the members of the Band at the studio in Barbados. 

Dr. Leonard Johnson 

IAD ADMINISTRATOR PERSPECTIVE 
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The Good News Campaign bridged cultural differ-

ences through the efficient use of technology. This 

is a historical achievement. All previous Good 

News Campaigns were conducted at locations. 

However, this Good News Virtual Campaign 

bridged distances, cultures, and religions in the 

Caribbean Union Conference to communicate the 

gospel to different people groups. 

The Caribbean Union consists of ten fields. Each 

field has its unique national pride, values, lan-

guage and styles of worship. Previous Good News 

Campaigns adapted to cultural differences at geo-

graphical locations. On the other hand, meeting 

needs, tastes and expectations of the Caribbean 

Union’s people in a virtual campaign presented 

the organizers with a daunting mission task.  

The organizers used innovative strategies to over-

come intercultural issues. These strategies includ-

ed singing of the theme song in different moods 

and languages; participation of hosts and hostess-

es from different countries; persons of different 

ethnicities receiving the offerings and rendering 

musical items; special “shout out” to church lead-

ers with an occasional invitation to a holy dance 

with Evangelist Claudius Morgan. All these strate-

gies helped organizers to bridge the cultural dif-

ferences of the Caribbean people in worship 

styles, generations, ethnicities, values and emo-

tional state - the “cowness”.   It appears the organ-

izers made many people happy despite the differ-

ences.  

The campaign made me happy. I looked forward 

each night to the theme song, inspirational 

preaching, and spontaneous singing by the evan-

gelist and appeal singers. The campaign taught 

many  lessons. I will list tersely these lessons:- 

Collaborative dialogue bridges cultural difference; 

Caribbean Union members are creators of new  

knowledge; prayer influences innovations in evan-

gelism; visibility increases motivation; leaders 

who share power gain power; sermon preparation 

and delivery are two sides of the same coin; faith-

fulness in evangelistic preaching prepares a per-

son for defining moments in history; and the Holy 

Spirit works to accomplish God’s mission inspite 

of our limitations.   

The Good News Campaign ushered the Caribbean 

Union Conference into a new era of evangelism. 

The future will shine brighter for its members, 

leaders and institutions. Evangelist Claudius Mor-

gan and his team bridged the cultural differences 

to lead people of many ethnicities to Christ in 

baptism. 

Jesus also bridged the gulf between God and sin-

ners to reconcile us unto his Father from every 

nation, tongue and people (Revelation 14: 6).  

By Samuel Telemaque 

Brining Cultural Differences 
To Share Christ 

Dr. Samuel Telemaque 
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By Oliver Scott - CD Grenada Conference 

Pastor Jerome Gordon with one of the 

baptismal candidates in Grenada 

CARU Good News Gospel Explosion was preceded 

by great planning and preparation. Our Confer-

ence President, Dr. Clinton Lewis, Assistant to the 

President for Evangelism, Pastor Elvis Hillaire, 

and Communication Director Pastor Oliver Scott 

attended different meetings hosted by the Carib-

bean Union as we sought to cooperate with the 

Union for the execution of an effective and suc-

cessful evangelistic series. This was going to be the 

first Union wide virtual evangelistic series.  

According to the guidance from the Caribbean Un-

ion, each field was to have a management team in 

place with the Assistant to the President for Evan-

gelism as chairman and the Communication Di-

rector as vice-chairman. Within our conference 

the management team included the other mem-

bers of the conference evangelism council.  

A promotion team was put in place to help execute 

the promotional aspect of preparations for the se-

ries. We were able to promote the series using 

both social media and traditional media. Hard 

copies of promotional material were also distrib-

uted. We assured the populace that there would 

have been good gospel singing, prayer sessions, 

special features, powerful preaching from the man 

of God,  the free gift of salvation, and that it would 

have been thrilling and exciting! Indeed, all of 

these occurred when the series took full swing. 

Many people became acquainted with the name 

Dr. Claudius Morgan even before the series began. 

We were ready to have the messages traverse the 

length and breadth of Grenada, Carriacou and Pe-

tite Martinique.  

The media team was at work producing and se-

lecting videos for submission to the Union as part 

of our conference contribution to the nightly and 

weekly Sabbath meetings in the series. Our experi-

ence as a conference with local virtual evangelistic 

series aided well for the CARU program. We were 

able to upgrade our existing registration links, 

prayer cards and decision cards to make them 

more relevant to the new program. Hundreds of 

persons were registered for the series. We were  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

able to send the nightly links to these registered 

individuals via WhatsApp, having chat groups for 

this purpose and also via email. 

Lots of prayer combined with a very strong prayer 

structure was in place which began in 2020 and 

continued into the series. The prayer intercessors 

met on zoom for every night’s meeting and before 

each Sabbath’s meeting. 

Pastor Hillaire was diligent in having the Bible 

workers and pastors organized and ready for the 

Bible work which was a great blessing to the se-

ries. The Bible workers were able to complement 

the ministry  of the evangelist and be used by the 

Holy Spirit in helping persons to cross over from 

darkness into an acceptance of the light of God’s 

Word and salvation. 

(Continued on Page 30) 

 

Good News Gospel CARU Impact—Grenada Conference 
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After more than 35 years of pastoral ministry and 

over two decades of leading the Seventh-day Ad-

ventist Church in Grenada, Dr. Clinton Lewis is 

about to receive special honour from the queen of 

the British Empire. On Friday, June 4, 2021, the 

Governor-General’s Office gave government notice 

to the Grenadian people that the queen of the Brit-

ish Empire has been graciously pleased to give or-

der for the appointment of Dr. Clinton Lewis to the 

Most Excellent Order of the British Empire [Civil 

Division] for services to the humanities. The presi-

dent of Grenada Conference of Seventh-day Ad-

ventists will therefore be vested with the letters 

OBE to His already prestigious title and position.  

The membership of Grenada Conference of Sev-

enth-day Adventists congratulate our president 

and wish him God’s continued favours, leading,  

blessing and anointing as he serves God and hu-

manity. We also extend congratulations to his wife 

sister Femma Lewis and his three children 

(Sheriba, Merlika and Tinisha) for this prestigious 

honour bestowed upon him. “See thou a man dili-

gent in His business? He shall stand before kings. 

He shall not stand before unknown 

men” [Proverbs 22: 29]. “A man’s gift maketh 

room for Him and bringeth him before great 

men” [Proverbs 18: 16]. We give God the praise for 

fulfilling His Word and for His working through 

this humble man of God. 

We look forward for that day when Dr. Lewis will 

hear the well done from the King of Kings and be 

ushered into His Most Excellent Order of the Eter-

nal Empire. In the meantime, stay committed and 

faithful Doc! Congrats! 

Dr. Clinton Lewis—OBE 

President Dr. Clinton Lewis Honoured By 

The Queen Of The British Empire 

Dr. Clinton Lewis OBE, President of the Grenada Conference 
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The first Life Hope Centre in the Union was the Or-

angefield Life Hope Centre in Chase Village, Central 

Trinidad. This was designed to be the Mission Train-

ing headquarters and the pulsating model for the 

spawning of similar institutions throughout the Car-

ibbean. Director of CSAR(CENTRE FOR SOUTH 

ASIAN RELIGIONS) Dr. Clifmond Shameerudeen 

came with a unique bridge-building, cross-cultural 

evangelistic strategy. There were computer classes, 

health fairs, nutrition seminars, counselling and 

family enrichment initiatives. Then the Centre was 

closed as activities shifted to Brickfield. Thank God, 

after one year we experienced Operation Resurrec-

tion. Pastors Kevin Mohammed, Teelbaney Singh 

and Jayden St. Hill were among the early pioneers. 

Entered Religious Educator, Noelia Southwell. She 

received the baton and with the energy associated 

with a nuclear bomb has moved into the territory 

and captured souls for Jesus. Vacation Bible School 

was introduced and the children came with the 

blessing of their parents. Noelia launched a mega 

Community Services initiative, revived the 

NEWSTART programme and the HOMEWORK 

CENTRE. 

She went from home to home until she touched the 

last home. Though attacked by the enemy, she 

proved that "no weapon formed against us shall 

prosper." 

Then Pastor Kevin Mohammed left for New York 

and Pastor Brian de Freitas entered the Central Mis-

sion field and increased the momentum. There was a 

major anti-drug march and rally involving Friends 

Forever and Dr. Dottin. Orangefield returned with a 

bang!! Beyond Orangefield, Noelia always saw the 

intrinsic value and church planting potential of the 

Korea village. With a keen eye for mission expan-

sion, Pastor de Freitas jumped into the cross cultural 

waters, not to swim but to fish.   

Together with Jennifer Patrick and Noelia, they 

formed a winning team. When the CARU Impact 

2021 was launched with legendary evangelist Claudi-

us Morgan, there was great excitement in the com-

munity. The first miracle was the permission that 

was granted to use the Community Centre. Soon 

Hindus came, the Spanish came, Muslims came and 

other Christian groups arrived. Pastor Cordell Wil-

liams provided linguistic support speaking in 

tongues, since he speaks Spanish fluently. 

Souls gave their hearts to Jesus!!Families were reu-

nited. The Spirit of Pentecost prevailed!! The sick 

were healed as the gospel of health enhanced the 

prophetic preaching. Acts of Kindness were per-

formed and a new church  is on the horizon. This is 

just the beginning of a diverse and amazing church 

planting and reaping strategy! To God be the glory!! 

Pastor Cordell Williams translating Dr. Morgan’s sermon for the Spanish visitors during the im-

pact.  This was conducted at the Community Center in the Korea Village, Central Trinidad 
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The South Caribbean Conference was honoured to 

be the vehicle that the Office of Disaster Prepared-

ness and Management (ODPM) chose as one of 

their sites for preparation of the shipment of need-

ed items to St Vincent and the Grenadines. These 

items were desperately needed to bring relief to 

our neighbouring territory in light of the eruption 

of the La Soufriere volcano.  

Spearheaded and supervised by personnel from 

ODPM, the SCC Office sprang to life as corporate 

citizens and church members rallied to the call and 

generously gave towards this needed project. We 

say thank you to all who donated.  

This activity saw the coming together of different 

classes of people from all walks of life working to-

gether and even throwing in humour at times to 

make the task lighter. 

Amid the excitement and enthusiasm there was 

the grim reality that we are still in a pandemic and 

operating in less than ideal conditions. Even 

though the threat and scare of positive contact 

threatened a few staff members and volunteers, 

persons continued to press forward and gave yeo-

man service in making this project happen.  It was 

a reminder that as a people under God, once we 

place our hands in His Hands, great things can be 

accomplished.    

/
By Deborah Ferreira—CD SCC 

 
SCC Office staff and volunteers packing items to send for  

SVG volcano relief.  
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The CARU Good News Impact 2021 program came 

to a grand close on Sabbath March 26th 2021 with 

a candlelight ceremony from various locations. In 

this campaign over 2,000 persons were baptized, 

culminating the four-week evangelistic campaign 

with International Evangelist Pastor Dr Claudius 

Morgan, Communications Director and Evange-

lism Coordinator of the Caribbean Union Confer-

ence of Seventh-day Adventists. The program be-

gan on February 26th, 2021 and was launched by a 

virtual Union- wide rally on 20th February 2021. 

This was a first of its kind program held in the 

Caribbean Union as it was a Union virtual event 

and secondly the first Union wide evangelism ef-

fort involving all ten fields of the Caribbean Union 

as one event. Members and ministers from the 

various Conferences and Missions within the Car-

ibbean Union provided special music, prayer, and 

the various features for the nightly 7:00 to 8:30 

pm broadcast. The program was run five nights 

per week with Thursdays being the rest night. The 

first three Sabbath evenings featured a concert en-

titled Caribbean Praise, showcasing various ar-

tistes, many of them youths from across the Carib-

bean.  

 

The program began with the sermon topic "Are we 

ready for COVID-20?" and was followed by topics 

such as "What is the big deal about baptism", 

"What makes God so Great?", "That is Lie! You 

Hear Lie!", "Does God Care What Day We Keep?". 

All programs are available on the Caribbean Union 

Conference's Youtube page and the details about 

the program can be found on the GNCARU 2021 

event page (https://shorturl.at/emFG5) which 

provided various assets including event news let-

ters and messages. There were also presentations 

on 'The Christian Lifestyle”, “The Gift of Prophecy” 

and “How to Keep the Sabbath” by Pastor Anthony 

Hall, Youth Director of CARU and another on 

'Stewardship and Tithing' by Pastor Terrence 

Haynes, Stewardship Director of the St. Vincent & 

the Grenadines Mission. All recordings are availa-

ble on the Caribbean Union's YouTube channel. 

 (Continued on Page 34) 

By Byron Hunte CARU Communications 

Intern  Pastor Sean Shephard from Barba-

dos/Guyana gives vows to candidates for 

baptism in Dominica 

Amid lockdowns and a Pandemic, 
over 2000 baptized in the Caribbean 

Union's online Crusade 
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Lavyne Hutchnson, one of the sweet sing-

ers from the SLC.  She resides in St Kitts 

After months of preparation, the GNCARU Good 

News Impact virtual evangelistic campaign, with 

Evangelist Claudius Morgan, has come to an end. 

The Caribbean Union of Seventh-day Adventists 

(CARU), consisting of 10 fields, collaborated to 

make this effort a tremendous success. The South 

Leeward Conference, one of the 10 fields, partici-

pated, and from all accounts a significant impact 

was felt. The campaign ran from February 26 to 

March 27. 

The South Leeward Conference (SLC) devised in-

tentional strategies to position individuals before 

and during the Good News Impact to make deci-

sions for Jesus. These activities included a Bible 

work strategy, switchboard operations, video pro-

motional ads, SLC Media behind-the-scenes activ-

ities, crusade watch parties, platform chats and 

the Victory Prayer Hour nightly program. 

Before the campaign commenced, the SLC 

launched, the "What the Bible Says" Bible lessons 

for adults, and " the "Children's Good News Im-

pact" Bible lessons. These lessons, conducted 

weekly, prepared persons for baptism. Additional-

ly, during the campaign, pastors and full-time Bi-

ble workers worked assiduously to prepare chil-

dren from the Seventh-day Adventist Schools. Bi-

ble workers also worked with contacts from the 

Second Advent Radio station, missing members, 

former members and visitors for baptism. 

A critical, behind-the-scenes component of the 

SLC evangelistic approach was the switchboard 

team. This team’s function was that of a hotline, 

connecting the felt needs of individuals to the rele-

vant personnel. The switchboard featured contact 

numbers from each territory in the SLC, Antigua & 

Barbuda, St. Kitts & Nevis, and Montserrat. The 

switchboard activities were extended beyond SLC. 

By utilizing WhatsApp numbers, the reach was ex-

panded. Some nights recorded individuals con-

necting from Dominica, Guyana, Trinidad, the UK 

and the USA. When contacts outside of the SLC 

territory were received, the Personal Ministries 

director, Pastor Kay White, directed these pre-

cious souls to the nearest field. Truly networking 

at its finest for the Kingdom! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The local churches had a number of approaches 

toward ensuring maximum benefit from the evan-

gelistic series. Observing COVID-19 restrictions, 

some churches utilized Facebook watch parties, 

some utilized the Zoom platform, others sent links 

nightly through various social media formats, 

while a few capitalized on lighter restrictions by 

having the series viewed at local church sites. 

Whatever the approach, it is evident that the 

churches were adopting methods that were best 

for soul winning. (Continued on Page 31) 

Good News Impact: 
The SLC Experience 
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In this year 2021 we have been faced with many 

challenges, but God has been good to his church. 

We have seen governments across the world roll 

out many different measures to help safeguard its 

citizens from this global pandemic, many busi-

nesses have been affected, the livelihood of many 

has been otherwise hampered, and even the 

Church of the living God has felt the impact or the 

ripple effect of this deadly virus. However, if God 

be for us then who can be against us? 

The Seventh-day Adventist church has openly de-

clared, “We will not give up, we will not cower, and 

we refuse to go silently into the night!” Rather we 

have chosen to embrace the sentiments echoed in 

Matthew 24:14 which says, “And this gospel of the 

kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 

witness unto all nations; and then shall the end 

come.” 

The Caribbean Union held nothing back as we 

launched out in the very first Caribbean wide 

evangelistic online campaign hosted by evangelist 

Claudius Morgan. The Tobago mission of Seventh-

day Adventists held up the prophet's hand in real-

izing thirty sites of which eighteen of them were 

open air viewing sites. The clergy and the laity 

came together in a remarkable display of their love 

for the master and their commitment to calling 

men and women out of darkness into God's mar-

velous light. Men and women worked day and 

night to see these sites fully erected and estab-

lished, then they went as far as was permitted and 

possible into the highways and byways and called 

men and women to come and be a part of this 

event. Some did come out of curiosity, but they 

stayed because of the experience. 

At one of our sites, we had several children that 

attended, so our efforts were concentrated towards 

them. At the end of the campaign, we made special 

hampers with school supplies, steps to Christ, and 

other items, that were shared. As the word of God 

went forward nightly from His manservant, indeed 

it did not return void, for we witnessed unique 

baptisms. On one occasion we were able by the 

grace of God  to baptize a family of nine comprised 

of a grandmother and her eight grandchildren who 

all surrendered to Jesus together. 

The campaign ended with the season of jubilee 

where the Tobago mission as a field realized one 

hundred and ten (110) precious souls for the King-

dom of God. To God be the glory. Great things He 

has done. 

By Annette Lewis—CD Tobago Mission 
Baptismal Candidates Tobago 
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The Stewardship Department of the Caribbean 

Union recently conducted a Stewardship Impact 

program under the caption of "Holy Convocation". 

The program was held from April 17 to April 24, 

2021. 

The speaker for the Convocation was Pastor Dr. 

Gandalal Samlalsingh, Stewardship Director of the 

Caribbean Union. According to Pastor Sam-

lalsingh, "The focus of the Holy Convocation was 

spiritual renewal, with an emphasis on in-reach 

more than outreach. Its goal was to renew each 

listener's covenant relationship with God.” Alt-

hough the focus was sharing with members about 

the "seven C's of stewardship"  the power of God's 

Word within the message resulted in over 30 re-

ported baptisms across the Union with the South 

Caribbean Conference, St Lucia Mission, North 

Caribbean Conference, and Grenada conference 

reporting. 

The program was a union-wide one-week event 

where all entity fields were responsible for a seg-

ment. The North Caribbean Conference hosted the 

first program with the South Caribbean confer-

ence assigned the last Sabbath. Pastor Sam-

lalsingh also stated that the Convocation was orig-

inally planned for last year, 2020, but was post-

poned to 2021 and delivered online. This proved a 

blessing as the viewership extended outside of the 

Caribbean Union territories as well.  

Through the series, Pastor Samlalsingh expound-

ed on the “seven C’s of stewardship” which are as 

follows: 

1. Calling- Our unique calling to stewardship dis-
cipleship. 

2. Compassion - our unquestionable character 

3. Commitment -Our unquenchable compassion-
ate stewardship 

4. Character - our  unreserved and undying com-
mitment character 

5. Commission - unparalleled commission to save 
humanity 

6. Conformity - our unwavering conformity to a 
stewardship lifestyle 

7. Celebration - our unending celebration in wor-
ship and giving 

The entire series can be found on the Caribbean 
Union's YouTube channel. 

The impactful sermon series was punctuated with 
notable quotes such as 'mission comes before 
money’, 'one cannot outwork God', 'the nexus be-
tween stewardship and mission is our commis-
sion', 'when God blesses you it is not to hoard, but 
as an instrument to share' and 'when we use the 
term given, we are really using the term return-
ing'.  

HOLY CONVOCATION 
By Byron Hunte—CARU   Communications 

During the various sermons, the pastor also re-

minded listeners that there are different as-

pects of the Christian lifestyle in relation to our 

eating habits as “even what we eat is an act of 

stewardship.” 

Pastor Samlalsingh indicated that 'the seven C's 

of stewardship' sermon series will soon be ex-

pounded on in a book he is currently working 

on that is expected to be published soon. 

We give God thanks for this series and for His 

continued blessings on the Church. 
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THE METAMORPHOSIS OF TRANSFORMATION 

(By Kerry Kerr (CD, SVG Mission) 

Churches in prolonged crisis settings take on mul-

tidimensional roles in responding to the diverse 

needs which arise due to the crisis.  

After the eruption of the La Souferiere Volcano, on 

April 9th, 2021 after 42 years of being dormant, 

The St. Vincent & the Grenadines Mission has be-

come extremely active in offering hospitality to 

displaced people, doing relief and development 

work, and offering solidarity in suffering. One way 

this is done is through what they term as “Water 

Ministry”. The Bible alludes to water especially in 

Revelations 22:17, “And let everyone who is thirsty 

come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life 

as a gift.” Water flows throughout the scripture, 

and this should remind us of its importance both 

spiritually and physically. 

With disruptions in the water system throughout 

St. Vincent, portable drinking water became an 

item most coveted. The Mission saw an opportuni-

ty to meet some of the needs through the dona-

tions which came from the sister fields. 

Vehicles were loaded up with water and the team 

would drive to different communities and distrib-

ute to the residents. 

 

 

 

 

One resident is recorded as saying, “We thank God 

that the church has thought of us. We are without 

water since the volcano erupted and it was hard 

getting water to drink. Thank You very much.” 

Pastor Brent St. Jean, who piloted the interven-

tion, remarked, “Today may just have been one of 

the most rewarding days I have had in a long time. 

It was a blessing to see people almost to tears 

when they received something that should be so 

common; water.” 

When asked how often the church plans to accom-

modate this “Water Ministry” Pastor St. Jean said, 

“We hope we can do this at least twice a week.” He 

also noted that the church is actively involved the 

provision of meals which takes up some of the 

transportation resources. 

The Church continues to offer hope through ser-

vices at the shelters, and the provision of support 

for the sick and vulnerable.  

An important area for which the church plans to 

be active is the psychosocial support for trauma 

relief. Since the call for evacuation on the 8th of 

April as many as four thousand persons are cur-

rently in shelters with another twelve thousand or 

so in private homes, hotels and guest houses.  

 

WATER MINISTRY DURING THE CRISIS 

Water brigade on the road distributing cases of purified drinking water to communities 
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(Continued from page 21) 

This life changing gospel series began on Friday, 

26th February and continued nightly at 7:00 pm. 

It was broadcasted on our Conference Mission 

Live GND platform via YouTube and Facebook. It 

was also broadcasted on our online radio. We used 

other media, both traditional and social to broad-

cast the series. FLOW Channel 31, GFN Radio 

91.3fm and 100.3fm, CM Ministries social media 

platform, Real FM Radio, GBB Ministry, Sylvanus 

Live and Pulse Radio all broadcasted the series. 

With God’s help, we were able to have a very large 

viewership for this series.  

The chairman of the management team, Pastor 

Elvis Hillaire was very committed to his responsi-

bilities and was a great motivator throughout the 

duration of it. God be praised for Pastor Hillaire’s 

leadership of Grenada’s part in this grand evange-

listic initiative. 

Our media team worked diligently both in prepa-

ration for the series and throughout its duration. 

They rotated nightly and on Sabbaths to ensure 

the series was streamed on our platforms. The 

Conference administration was in practical sup-

port of this endeavor. Our Office Secretaries were 

very committed to their responsibilities and re-

sponded to calls from interested viewers. 

We are elated about having baptized 168 persons 

for the kingdom of God. Conservation packages of 

Bibles, hymnals, and other religious and doctrinal 

material were prepared and given to our new con-

verts. We pray for the faithfulness of these new 

believers and for the church to do what it can for 

their conservation.  

God be praised for all that he has accomplished 

within Grenada Conference through the CARU 

Impact 2021. God be praised for the way he used 

our leaders and membership in Grenada and 

around the Union. God be praised for using Dr. 

Claudius Morgan as His mouth-piece for the proc-

lamation of His Word. God be praised! 

 

THE METAMORPHOSIS OF TRANSFORMATION 

O Happy Day.  Pastor Marlon Peters carries one of the baptismal candidates.   
Inset - Assistant to the President for Evangelism, Pastor Elvis Hillaire. 

Good News Gospel CARU Impact—Grenada Conference 
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Some major highlights for the SLC approach in-

cluded the daily advertisements, virtual war room, 

and the Victory Prayer Hour. Pastors encouraged 

their congregations to flood the social media plat-

forms with the ads. These ads, at times, featured 

high-profile personnel, including a former West 

Indies cricketer, a disaster relief coordinator, an 

attorney at law, a medical doctor, the president of 

a netball association, and the like. Reports across 

the Conference revealed that church and commu-

nity members were filled with anticipation over 

who would be next to make an appearance. Addi-

tionally, there was a virtual prayer room, which 

persons could access at midday, 3 p.m. and 9 p.m. 

to meet their needs outside of the 6 p.m. Victory 

Prayer Hour time period. The Victory Prayer Hour 

featured live interaction, power-packed testimo-

nies, soul-stirring prayers, and children’s Bible 

trivia. This was an excellent prelude to the nightly 

online evangelistic meetings. 

Long in advance of the start of the Good News Im-

pact evangelistic series, the South Leeward Con-

ference media team (SLC Media) was ready for the 

task of spreading the gospel. Through the use of 

the radio (Second Advent Radio, 101.5 FM) and 

video platforms (SLC Adventist YouTube Channel 

and Facebook page), many persons were able to 

participate nightly in the GNCARU programs. SLC 

Media’s contribution over the four weeks, saw an 

11 percent increase of subscribers to the YouTube 

channel. The SLC Media looks forward to provid-

ing many more excellent programs to the church 

and community. 

THE METAMORPHOSIS OF TRANSFORMATION 

Pastor Nixon Louis with two of the baptismal candidates—Montserrat 

Continued from Page 26 

Good News Impact: 
The SLC Experience 
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Heeding the commission of Christ as found in 

Matthew 24:14…“And this gospel of the kingdom 

shall be preached in all the world for a witness un-

to all nations; and then shall the end come” and 

adjusting to the new normal, the South Caribbean 

Conference joined with our brothers and sisters in 

the islands of the Caribbean to spread the “Good 

News” Gospel Extravaganza via the Online Media 

Platform.  

Despite the many challenges and thorns in the 

path thrown by the evil one, this series was suc-

cessfully aired during the period February 27 to 

March 28, 2021. The team worked assiduously to 

provide the links before time making it available to 

be shared with members, friends and families.  

The Word delivered nightly by Dr. Claudius Mor-

gan resulted in transformation of lives through the 

working of the Holy Spirit.  

The South Caribbean Conference hosted 126 sites. 

One of these sites coordinated by the Malick SDA 

Company invited members of the community to 

view and participate in this awesome experience in 

an open air forum. 

Our Sabbath worship sessions gave us a slight 

glimpse of what heaven would be like when all the 

saved of earth gather around the throne to worship 

God on His Holy day. We realized that race, skin, 

colour nor nationality, can separate us from the 

love of Christ because we serve one God.  

What a Holy Ghost time was experienced as God’s 

truth was presented with alacrity and Holy Bold-

ness. Hearts were indeed blessed as testimonies 

came from individuals throughout the island 

whose lives were transformed to a new life in 

Christ. 

This online transformational evangelistic experi-

ence resulted in an expansion in God’s army.  

Three Hundred and Sixty Five precious souls gave 

their lives to Jesus. To God be the glory, Great 

things He has done! 

By Deborah Ferreira—CD SCC 

Pastor Kishford Frank baptizes Claire Sandra Smith– Richards  

at the Laventille SDA Church, Trinidad. 
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Pastor Dermoth Baptiste, President of the SVG Mission and Mr. Kenson Stoddard, depu-

ty director of NEMO display document which represents the 3rd MOU signed for the con-

tinuation  of the feeding program for approximately 33,000 meals to be served to evacu-

ees who are still living in public and private shelters.  This 3rd MOU which is from June 

13 to July 09 will see the Mission completing 100,000 meals served since the eruption of 

the La Soufriere Volcano. 

2021                                                                   
The Covid-19 pandemic has had both a nega-

tive and positive impact on the life of the 

church.  While the physical doors of the 

church were closed for various periods of 

time, the doors of the church remained open 

to the preaching of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  In fact, it allowed the church to con-

duct evangelistic campaigns not just at one 

physical location, but to  reach a wider audi-

ence both regionally and globally through a 

virtual platform.  

By Andrew E. Burrows—Executive Secretary 

Husband and wife emerge  from the water after 

being baptized 
(Continued on Page 61) 
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The program’s main livestream point was the Car-

ibbean Union's YouTube channel but was re-

streamed by the various Conferences and Missions  

via YouTube channels and in some cases Facebook 

pages as well. Other restreaming points included 

the University of the  Southern Caribbean Caring 

Church, ASI Tobago Live YouTube channel.  Even 

locations outside of the Caribbean Union, such as 

Jamaica and specific locations in North America 

were streaming. There were over 100 restream 

points including websites, Zoom and radio and 

television stations. The number of churches in the 

Union that offered in-church streaming was 268 

with the South Caribbean Conference (121) and 

the Guyana Conference (57) having the largest 

numbers. The nightly viewership averaged over 

25,000 and the Sabbath programming was viewed 

by an average of 50,000 persons.   

Of the more than 2000 persons reported baptized, 

the largest number was from the Guyana Confer-

ence. It is to be noted that the Caribbean Union is 

a collection of various island nations with a range 

of COVID-19 protocols such as restricted indoor 

and outdoor gathering and closed churches. The 

Church is grateful to Almighty God for those bap-

tized given the varied national restrictions. 

According to Pastor Claudius Morgan, “the initial 

program concept was expected to run five (5) or 

possibly six (6) weeks under the auspices of the 

East Caribbean conference, with the Caribbean 

Union being responsible for the first 4 weeks.” 

However, with the various COVID-19 restrictions 

and protocol adjustments, the program that was 

originally intended to be streamed live from the 

Oldbury Campsite, Barbados was transitioned to a 

fully online program, composed of various taped 

segments with the preaching segment being taped 

in the studios of the East Caribbean Conference of 

Seventh-day Adventists in Barbados. It is a testa-

ment to the professionalism of the team that only 

once was there a major hitch and the various epi - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sodes were delivered smoothly. 
Pastor Dr. Balvin Braham, assistant to the IAD 
President in charge of evangelism shared with the 
CARU Communications team that "this program 
was part of an initiative approved and voted by the 
IAD for collaborative evangelism efforts to be con-
ducted by every member union."  
The program engaged various elements such as 

collaborative social media messaging, graphic art-

ists, video and digital production specialists, pro-

ject management, strategic planning, website 

management, data analytics and online support 

that elevated the program from a live-streamed 

crusade to a full-scale digital production. Many 

who freely gave of their time, talents and skills 

were young people; this bodes well for the work of 

the Adventist Church in the Caribbean in the are-

na of digital evangelism. The Caribbean Union's 

team owes a tremendous debt of gratitude to the 

Evangelism  team that created the supporting BO-

VI app and digital evangelism platform.  

 (Continued on Page 46) 

(Continued from page  25) 

A happy Dr. Howard Simon with two of 
his candidates in Anguilla 

Over 2000 baptized in the Caribbean 
Union's Online Crusade 
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SVG Mission President and Chief Nursing Officer, along with other officials at handling 
over ceremony of 100 hampers to nurses displaced from the eruption of the Volcano. 

The Seventh-day Adventist Church in St. Vincent 

honored dozens of nurses and frontline workers 

for putting their health and lives on the line every 

day for the citizens of St. Vincent and the Grena-

dines. The special ceremony highlighted their tire-

less work in fighting an increase in the number of 

dengue fever cases, the COVID-19 pandemic and 

injuries caused by the recent eruption of the La 

Soufrière volcano. 

More than 100 cases of water and care packages 

were handed over to the island’s health officials at 

the church’s headquarters office in Old Montrose, 

Kingstown, on May 12 commemorating Interna-

tional Nurses Day. The event focused on providing 

care packages for nurses and health professionals 

who have been displaced due to the volcanic erup-

tions. 

“Today is a very important day in the calendar of 

nurses in St. Vincent and the Grenadines,” said  

president Pastor Dermoth Baptiste.  “We would 

like to congratulate you nurses for the tremendous 

work you have been doing over the years. We rec-

ognize that this is a difficult time for those dis-

placed and those who ensure the nation’s health 

must also be taken care of.” 

“ We hope this small gesture will bring them a mo-

ment of comfort and self-care, for we appreciate 

all that our nurses have done and will continue to 

do,” said Baptiste. He was joined by the church’s 

health ministries director and National Adventist 

Health Professional Association director on the 

islands who also offered their appreciation for the 

outstanding work nurses have continued to do. 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines Chief Nursing Of-

ficer Peggy DaSilva praised the Adventist Church 

for the kind gesture and the humanitarian service 

provided to the community. 

      By Kerry Kerr - CD SVG Mission 
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Our God is an awesome God!  In His wisdom He 

created man with strong social urges and needs 

which are an integral part of man’s personality 

and make-up.  Each year, the Tobago Mission 

hosts its annual Sports and Family Day Event 

bringing all the members of the Tobago Mission 

together for fun and games, to laugh and play and 

compete in a friendly way for the famous Youth 

Department Challenge Trophy.  Like all other ac-

tivities, our in-person social event has been put on 

pause due to the covid and the restrictions.  This 

did not stop us!  L.E.G.A.C.Y. Mission, a group of 

young talented, inspiring busy young people full of 

energy partnered with the Tobago Mission Youth 

Department to host “Lock Down Yuh Game” a vir-

tual games night.  We planned with the youth in 

mind a social event to alleviate some of the pent-

up energy and pressure due to the stresses of 

work, school, and curfew.   

Saturday night June 5th, we got off to a good but 

shaky start.  L.E.G.A.C.Y. Missions with a little pa-

tience and perseverance, set the pace and ignited 

the fun side of our members, to take part in virtual 

games.  The Team went into gear! With the Zoom 

room open, persons coming and going, our logins 

held steady at approximately 135 /137 youth, 

young adults and even some of our mature youth.  

Praise God for their stamina and endurance.  With 

games like hang man, family feud, and kahoots, 

our young people were firing on ten cylinders, 

with so much energy, they wanted to play all 

night!  Even after the games ended persons were 

still trying to get into the event! 

Into the fabric of human life, social desires are wo-

ven.  This is a natural thing and we must not ne-

glect it.  Covid has caused so much pressure not 

just for adults but for our young people. Even 

though we may not recognize it, they too are suf-

fering from the pandemic impact.  We must take 

the time to understand that all work and no play is 

not a good thing especially now that we remain at 

home whilst other parts of the world are beginning 

to open up.  We must continue to endure. 

It is safe to say we have it “lockdown” when it 

comes to producing and presenting inspiring vir-

tual programs and training to prepare the member 

for a closer walk with Jesus.  We have it 

“lockdown” with dynamic presenters and speak-

ers.  We have it “lockdown” with evangelism; we 

know what we need to do to achieve the goal. 

With so many virtual  inspirational programs and 

training sessions for leaders and members taking 

place, teaching us how to be better Christians and 

preparing us to improve on our evangelistic efforts 

to save souls for the Kingdom, let us not forget to 

take some time out to play and have fun even on 

the virtual platform for this too is part of evange-

lism.   

Until the churches fully open and we can finally 

exhale and embrace one another after being 

cooped up for so long, remember play time is a 

great time to bring the church family together, to 

reconnect with those who may be wavering or 

have somehow lost their way in all of  this chaos.  

While we remain in lockdown, let’s be creative in 

our evangelism as we can use socializing to lock-

down souls for the Kingdom!  

 

 

By Annette Lewis CD Tobago Mission 

Participants in the games 

Lock Down Yuh Game! – Virtual Social. 
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The Psalmist asked a very profound question, in 

Psalm 85:6. “Will you not revive us again, that 

your people may rejoice in you?” As a newly elect-

ed director filled with a passion and enthusiasm 

for this noble task, it has truly been a rewarding 

experience to see how quickly the publishing work 

at the Grenada conference of SDA has been trans-

formed.  The publishing work, through the grace 

of God has truly taken a turn for the good. Inso-

much, that on January 29th - 30th 2021 the ques-

tion of the Psalmist was answered when the Pub-

lishing Ministries Department hosted its first re-

treat for the New Year in the Grenadians.  

The weekend was truly a blessing to all. The pre-

senters (Director Judith Smith, Director Roosevelt 

Haynes, President Clinton Lewis and Pastor Neive 

George) were truly remarkable and relevant, call-

ing and pointing the members to the seriousness 

of the call to go together with the purpose of 

spreading the Gospel through the printed pages.  

After that weekend at the Grenadians, I had no 

doubt in my heart that the Lord is about to do 

something great through the Publishing ministries 

department of the Grenada Conference. In fact, 

after that publishing convention, I can say with 

the assurance that the publishing work is very 

alive. 

In addition, the publishing ministries department 

has also demonstrated that there are many crea-

tive ways in which we as a people can spread the 

word. And so, on April 17th 2021 the publishing 

ministries held their second, rhythm, poetry and 

public speaking, grand finale. Sixteen young per-

sons demonstrated that the word of God can be 

harmonized in a poetic way that can bring people 

closer to Jesus. Therefore, even the young people 

are getting on board with the literature work. 

There is hope for the publishing work.  

 

By: Pastor Maxcen Noel—Publishing Ministries Director, Grenada Conference 

IADPA Store in Grenada with Publishing Director, Maxcen Noel attached. 
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Grenada Conference expanded its media center 

during the month of May merging the old media 

center with the space at our Headquarters former-

ly used for our store room. This work took a few 

weeks resulting in a more spacious venue for host-

ing and streaming the services and programs of 

the Conference. God be praised for the work of El-

der Michael Ramdeen and His team in the expan-

sion process. The new and upgraded media facility 

was dedicated to the service, honour and glory of 

God on June …….. We acknowledge and appreciate 

Dr. Clinton Lewis and the Conference Executive 

Committee for the authorization of this develop-

ment. 

Workshop and Training 

On Sunday January 10, the Communication De-

partment held a workshop for Communication 

Secretaries, Assistant Communication Secretaries 

and members of the communication team of our 

local churches. This workshop was intended to 

empower the aforementioned persons to perform 

their roles efficiently at the level of the local 

church. The workshop was facilitated by Grenada 

Conference Communication Director. Caribbean 

Union Communication Director Dr. Claudius Mor-

gan was also present at the workshop and shared 

with the local team in preparation for the Good 

News Gospel Explosion. 

On Sunday April 11, another training session was 

held. This was a social media evangelism training 

session under the topic, Effective Tools For Your 

Virtual Ministry. Such tools were shared and ex-

plained to our Communication Secretaries and in-

terested members. Two of such tools were CANVA 

and StreamYard. The facilitator of this training 

was Pastor Royston Philbert, Communication Di-

rector of North Caribbean Conference of Seventh-

day Adventists. This training was streamed on our 

Conference online platform, MissionLiveGND. We 

take this opportunity to thank Pastor Chirnus Isi-

dore for his work in organizing this training. Pas-

tor Isidore is responsible for social media evange-

lism and training within the Communication De-

partment. We are preparing for another such train-

ing session on Sunday, July 11.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Productions 

As a department we continue to produce and also 

collaborate with other departments and institu-

tions in the production of many programs, services 

and videos. We have been privileged to participate 

in a very significant way, along with the local con-

ference Evangelism Council in the CARU Good 

News Gospel Explosion. We are doing similarly in 

preparation for the Faith Is The Victory Evangelis-

tic Series to be held by the Children and Adoles-

cents Ministries of the Conference. Along with our 

general work of production, the following reflect 

the weekly productions broadcasted on our Mis-

sionLive Platform: Sunday Night Service, Pastors’ 

Corner, YouthLive Unplugged, Sabbath Morning 

Service and Adventist Youth Service. 

Pastor Oliver Scott, Executive Secretary of 

the Grenada Conference is also the Com-

munication Director.   



39 

 
THE METAMORPHOSIS OF TRANSFORMATION 

Continued from Page 18) 

1. To provide 100,000 meals over a 3-month 

 period which represents a value of 

 XCD$1,400,000 or  USD$524,345 which 

 translates to $14.00 EC or $5.24 US per 

 meal. A memorandum of understanding  has 

 been signed with the National Emergency 

 Management Organization (NEMO)  which 

 is renewed on a month-by-month basis.  

2. To supply 3,000 families with food ham

 pers, 1,000 ladies with care packages and 

 1,000 children with back-packs containing 

 toys, sketch pads, crayons,  etc.  

3. To offer psychosocial support and first aid 

 counselling to the evacuees who are trauma

 tized and  experiencing various forms of 

 mental illness. 

4. To distribute 1,000 Bibles and 1,000 mis-

 sionary books, Hope for the Family, to fami-

 lies and provide other reading material in

 clusive of Priorities magazines to each  evac-

 uation center. 

5. To distribute approximately 500,000 cases 

 of purified bottled water through a water 

 caravan brigade to the neediest areas, or-

 ganizations and institutions. 

6. To apportion 

 USD$100,000 by way of cash or gift 

 vouchers to families displaced to assist  in 

 cleaning, recovery and the rehabilitation 

 phase of disaster. 

We thank the Seventh-day Adventist Church family 

through the various layers of management struc-

ture for their tremendous social solidarity, out-

pouring of empathy and overwhelming support, 

not only as Good Samaritans, but as “Great Samar-

itans” as aptly put by the Prime Minister in one of 

his daily briefings. 

ADRA’s International presence has been immedi-

ate, the Caribbean Union Conference with its affili-

ate Missions and Conferences simply phenomenal 

and prodigious, the University of the Southern Car-

ibbean caring and considerate, the Inter American 

Division, inclusive of IADPA and the various Un-

ions, splendid and superb and the General Confer-

ence expectedly, gracious and gratifying. Churches 

in the diaspora, members, well-wishers and our 

CARICOM family came immediately to our rescue 

as soon as the distress signal button was pushed.  

(Continued on Page  41) 

 

 

Volunteers from one of the our kitchens operated by the SVG Mission  
preparing meals for nine shelters. 
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The St. Vincent and the Grenadines Mission of 

Seventh-day Adventists on Sunday 18th of April 

officially launched a feeding program as part of its 

social responsibility in assisting to mitigate 

against the impact of the ongoing explosive erup-

tion of the La Soufriere volcano. 

Only days before, the President of the St. Vincent 

and the Grenadines Mission of Seventh-day Ad-

ventists Pastor Dermoth Baptiste signed a memo-

randum of understanding together with Ms. 

Michelle Forbes, the Director of the National 

Emergency Management Organization (NEMO). 

With 20,000 or more persons displaced and living 

in shelters or private homes in conditions that are 

far less hospitable than what they are  accustomed 

to, the church has shown  its solidarity in this nat-

ural/humanitarian disaster. 

Pastor Baptiste commented: “Our people are 

known for their tremendous resilience and cour-

age to stand in crisis. I am confident that by God’s 

grace, we will rise from the ashes.”  

The St. Vincent and the Grenadines Mission of 

Seventh-day Adventists in association with Ad-

ventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA), 

the Vincentian American Adventist Association 

(VAAA), the University of the Southern Caribbean 

(USC), the Caribbean Union Conference and other 

layers of the regional and international church 

structure are partnering together to respond to 

this tragedy. 

The plan is to immediately provide just over 

15,000 hot meals, prepared in four kitchens, to 

persons in shelters; this translates to over 1200 

meals daily for at least four weeks in the first in-

stance. The Mission will also work with a profes-

sional group to provide assistance in Psychological 

First Aid and Trauma Counselling. 

As time progresses and the country moves into the 

recovery and reconstruction phase, the church led 

by its youth arm will assist with cleaning of prem-

ises and surroundings, and repainting of houses.  

The Prime Minister, Hon. Dr. Gonsalves reiterated 

the appreciation which Ms. Forbes extended, and 

added that “the Seventh-day Adventist Church is 

really showing that they are their brother’s keep-

er.” He further remarked, “It is a good example for 

other churches to follow as the Seventh-day Ad-

ventist Church is leading.” 

The launching of the feeding program was officiat-

ed by Pastor Dermoth Baptiste, Ms. Michelle 

Forbes, and Hon. Dr. Ralph Gonsalves. Other at-

tendees included Directors, Pastors, Volunteers, 

and Media Personnel.  

 

THE METAMORPHOSIS OF TRANSFORMATION 

By Kerry Kerr CD—SVG Mission 

  Dr. Hilary Bowman presents cheque to 
Crystal Water for the container of water 

to SVG.  Looking on are  Dr. Prakash  
Ramoutar and Dr. Robert Liverpool 
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Container upon container,  barrels, crates, boxes, water tanks, commercial stoves, cooking utensils, food 

stuff and hard cash came rolling in from far and near, similar to the streams of pyroclastic material that 

came cascading down the mountain slopes. Oh what an outpouring of love and solidarity!  

Four kitchens manned by 50 community services volunteers have been commissioned to cook and pack-

age 1,500 meals (lunch and supper) daily for 650 evacuees and for the many helpers and needy persons 

that pass by.  The meals are tasty, nutritious and balanced and are transported to 9 shelters that have 

been assigned by NEMO and adopted by the Mission.  

The SVG Mission/ADRA has been one of the first agencies to come on board which has caught the atten-

tion of the national community as well as regional reporters. Pastor Ian Williams, the local ADRA and 

Community Services director has been providing exceptional leadership in this massive relief undertak-

ing.  

The feeding program was officially launched on April 16 by the President of the Mission, Pastor Der-

moth Baptiste, with the Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon Ralph Gonsalves and director of NEMO, Ms 

Michelle Forbes in attendance. The event was carried live on several radio stations, and on television. An 

ADRA board has been commissioned to manage the church’s intervention. 

At this time of national crisis, the population is traumatized but not dispirited.  I am very optimistic that 

SVG  will bounce back and will rise from the ashes for a greater comeback to the honor and glory of God.  

 

Volunteers from one of the kitchens operated by the SVG Mission  
preparing meals for nine shelters. 

Continued from Page 39 
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March 21st was a very historic day for the citizens 

of the Rio Claro/Mayaro constituency in the South

-Eastern region of Trinidad. At 7 a m, hundreds of 

people consisting of Hindus, Muslims, and Chris-

tians assembled at the Rio Claro recrea-

tion ground. This march was organized by Mem-

ber of Parliament, Rushton Paray. In his address, 

he asked his constituents to join in the struggle 

against Gender Based Violence. Delivering the fea-

ture address was Pastor Clive Dottin. He stated 

that women must not be vilified or objectified. 

Then he made the following declaration: 

"Our girls must not be intimidated, humiliated or 

assassinated. The gruesome killing of Shannon 

Banfield, Ashanti Riley and Andrea Bharatt 

shocked the nation. Their bodies were found in 

different stages of decompostion. We must teach 

our young men to respect and protect women. I 

call upon all men to join the fight against gender 

based violence. This is the time to arise and shine, 

this is the time to unite and fight the despicable 

scourge of domestic violence." 

Many groups participated including Women's 

Lives Matter, Ibis Foundation, The Police Youth 

Club, Friends Forever, CUP: Courage Unlimited 

Please. Chrisette Benjamin, Leader of the Ibis 

Foundation stated that her group had started to 

empower youth by raising funds to grant scholar-

ships  and help the "poorest among the poor." 

Since the journey of a 1000 miles begins with the 

first step, this was a mega step in the right direc-

tion. Several initiatives are planned for the rest of 

the year including Career Guidance seminars, En-

vironmental Campaigns, and  Youth Concerts. 

 

21 

Leading the way  from left to right—Councillor Samuel Sanker, Warrenville, Cunupia; 
Councillor Hazaree Ramdeen, Vice Chairman Rio Claro-Mayaro Corporation; Dr. Clive 
Dottin, Religious Liberty and Public Affairs Director Caribbean Union Conference and 

Pastor Raymond Cozier, Chairman Rio Claro-Maaro Corporation 
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Praise Report: 

We glorify our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for 

giving us the grace to finish these five months of 

2021. Our most sincere thanks to God that He is 

always faithful! 

I Don’t Want To Be Left Out Of The Kingdom Of 

God was the anthem on the lips and minds of be-

lievers and non-believers alike before and after 

this Spirit-led virtual mega gospel initiative. St. 

Lucia actively waited eagerly for the Good News 

CARU Impact evangelistic series (GNCARU) as of 

January 2021. The evangelist is no stranger to the 

island, and folks were excited to know he would 

be preaching, albeit virtually, because of the rag-

ing COVID-19 pandemic. So on the opening night, 

Friday February 26th, Saint Lucia Mission’s 

YouTube channel fired up with 13,000 viewers! 

We joined the ten field conferences and 27 island 

territories of the Caribbean union for the four-

week mega-evangelistic campaign, and what a 

month it was! 

Preparing the field 

St. Lucia was ripe and ready to harvest. In ad-

vance of the campaign, members utilized the Op-

eration Andrew method; they prayed for at least 

seven people from their list and personally 

worked with at least one person. Each district was 

encouraged to bring in 20 souls. Many shared the 

link and invited friends, family, and colleagues. 

The administration and membership vigorously 

promoted the campaign, aptly sensitizing the is-

land as we awaited the move of God. The church 

embarked on an island-wide organized prayer ini-

tiative.  Local prayer warriors mobilized and 

prayed, the pastoral teams prayed, family mem-

bers prayed together in private devotions, and in-

dividuals prayed. In addition, prayer clock small 

groups met daily, and congregational prayers as-

cended weekly to the throne room of God.  

(Continued next page) 

Report Prepared by: Saint Lucia Mission Communications Department 

The Good News CARU Impact 2021 
Evangelistic Virtual Campaign 

A Smile of joy from the newly  
baptized 

Former President of the National Cricket Association 
and Sports News Anchor of DBS Television Station with 

his family before baptism and with his wife  
after baptism. 
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(Continued from Page 37) 

The Assistant for Evangelism to the President, Pas-

tor Matison Preville, the Personal Ministries Leader, 

Pastor Lucius Philip, and the Communications Sec-

retary, Pastor Daryl St. Clair, worked arduously to 

mobilize and energize the island church for the cam-

paign.  The team utilized several means of promo-

tion, including the riveting and engaging videos by 

the evangelist, Pastor Dr. Claudius Morgan, video 

ads by the Pastors of the St. Lucia Mission, Radio ads 

on Prayz FM radio, WhatsApp flyers, FaceBook pro-

motions, and the good old fashioned, ever impactful 

word-of-mouth marketing. There were four plat-

forms available for anyone to access the evangelistic 

series: Prayz FM radio, St. Lucia Mission YouTube 

channel, LNO Studios YouTube channel, and The 

Advent Channel. 

Every district and church on the island participated 

in the campaign. Some churches viewed live on 

weekdays and weekends; others streamed on Sab-

baths. Members and friends shared the link with 

family and friends all over the world nightly, and 

some reported watching the programs live. Others 

viewed recordings afterward based on time differ-

ences and convenience. 

Feedback from viewers 

Adventists and non-Adventists were impressed with 

the quality and content production of the nightly se-

ries. Features like the sermons airing in four lan-

guages: English, Spanish, French, and Dutch, the 

virtual tours of the territories, the uplifting and lively 

music, and extraordinary testimonies from the vari-

ous island territories were reportedly a huge blessing 

to all. The topics, Are We Ready For Covid 20, Out 

On Bail, When Religion Does Not Make Sense, What 

Is The Devil Scared Of, to name a few, were captivat-

ing, and the content appealed to the souls of the par-

ticipants from beginning to end. As a result, many 

people are re-watching the videocast. 

A Bountiful Harvest! 

Fittingly, when the campaign came to an end, 130 

precious souls gave their lives to Christ and joined 

the local family of God. To God be the glory! The 

Word of God was presented with power, and the 

Spirit of God moved everywhere, and the children of 

God capitulated and accepted the unconditional love 

of our benevolent Father. Indeed, the church at large 

experienced revival because of the Spirit-led minis-

try of Evangelist Pastor Morgan.  

Finally, immediately after the series, the Mission im-

plemented an island-wide conservation plan to sup-

port and nurture the new converts. The program em-

powers local leadership and inspires every member 

to follow the divine imperative and love each other 

into the Kingdom of God. We are to continue in 

prayer and service, encouraging discipleship, seeking 

daily converts, and energizing members to mobilize 

and evangelize. Ultimately, we surrender to the min-

istration of the Holy Spirit for a finished work. Yes, 

we look for the glorious appearance of our Lord and 

Savior, the soon coming King. Until then, may we 

continue unwaveringly, with zeal and ownership of 

the faith so that our belief never becomes mere men-

tal platitudes, but ever lift our Savior high that He 

will draw men, women, boys, and girls everywhere to 

Himself. Praise God for Pastor Dr. Claudius Mor-

gan’s ministry, and may God bless our tireless efforts 

to win souls for the master according to His com-

mand written in Mark 16:15. 

The Good News CARU Impact 2021 Evangelistic Virtual Campaign 

Pastor Matinson Preville—Assistant to  the  
President for Evangelism 
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The year 2021 started with a lot of sadness and 

hope at the same time. This was due to the illness 

of my main volunteer elder Steve Persad, who suf-

fered a stroke while preparing to attend a meeting 

that was set for  newly baptized candidates in Ko-

rea Village. We continue to provide food hampers 

to residents of Korea, Chase Village and Carlsen 

Field especially our newly baptized members.  

With the help of caring church members, clothes 

and footwear were donated to assist our new 

babes, most of whom come from poverty-stricken 

situations. Due to the growth  in the number of 

persons attending, we were driven to separate the 

Spanish from the English. I have been receiving 

help with the Spanish on Sundays from Pastor 

Cordell Williams, Jennifer Odia and Judy Downer 

while Elder Cooper, Eileen Thomas and husband 

Leon Thomas, and Mr and Mrs Arneaud help with 

the English on Friday evenings. Due to the Caru 

Impact, 23 more persons were added to our mem-

bership church, giving us a total of 34 persons  be-

tween November and March. Our soup kitchen 

started on April 8th 2021. The areas receiving 

food every Thursday are Korea Village and Chase 

Village.  

By Noelia Southwell 

Brian De Freitas leads out in this baptism. 

Product of the Cross Cultural Ministry of 

the Life Hope Centers in Central Trinidad 
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Pastor Morgan is no stranger to large evangelistic cam-

paigns and has been involved in global evangelistic 

campaigns for over 25 years. His preaching is delivered 

with amazing simplicity and reasoned points punctuat-

ed with singing, something the pastor loves to do. 

Night after night the sermon was presented with the 

flavor we've all come to identify as uniquely 'Pastor 

Morgie' . The pastor reminded listeners that “Even 

though Jonah ran away from God, he was still his 

prophet” and admonished listeners that “you are not 

saved by commandment keeping but saved people will 

keep the commandments.”  

Other sermon quotes include, “The cross is the center 

of the story; the cross is the marching orders for the 

Christian.  He often encouraged listeners, “When you 

fall down, you don’t stay down. You get back up.”  The 

studio ‘audience’ usually comprised four singers, a mu-

sical band consisting of five persons and the reader: yet 

it was an amazing support team. Nightly viewers can 

recall the engaging banter of the scripture readers par-

ticularly David Wood that made the in-studio experi-

ence memorable.  As Pastor Morgan would punctuate 

his impactful preaching with singing well-known songs 

such as ‘Draw me close to you’ and ‘Draw me nearer’ to 

lesser-known choruses such as ‘My God is a miracle 

working God’, it often seemed as if more than just four 

persons were singing and angels seemed to have joined 

in to fill the room with praise. The preacher is known 

as a true singing evangelist and with a smaller in-

person audience, his trademark singing would often 

start and end with his melodic voice. Night after night 

he delivered the word of God with power. The impact of 

the event was so profound that by the end of the first 

week, several baptisms were already held.  

We are grateful for the support of Pastor Morgan's wife 

and family and the various ministers such as Pastor Dr. 

Samuel Telemaque (IAD), Pastor Dr. Kern Tobias 

(CARU), Pastor Dr. Balvin Braham (IAD), and the 

many leaders who called and encouraged the Evange-

list. Pastor Morgan has publicly shared the challenge of 

being quarantined, away from his family, spending 

long hours preparing sermons, editing sermons, and 

recording the session for each night. The crusade team 

expresses its thanks to all who supported the minister. 

We are profoundly grateful to Almighty God for sus-

taining his servant in this work over the six weeks he 

was physically absent from his family.  

Digital events may have challenges, but the crusade 

management team is grateful to our Heavenly Father 

for his faithfulness and for the men, women, boys and 

girls who have begun or renewed their walk with 

Christ. The program series is available on our YouTube 

channel and we encourage everyone to enjoy and share 

the series even though the crusade has ended.  

Joint Baptism in St Marteen - Zagergut and 

New Bethany SDA Churches.  4 persons 

were baptized. 

Continued from Page 34 

Over 2000 baptized in the Caribbean 
Union's online Crusade 
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The South Caribbean Conference Office Staff, un-

der the guidance of Pastor Inskip Richards, en-

gaged in Field Evangelism, on Monday, February 

15, 2021. The Staff donned their SDA jerseys and 

cascaded through the streets of Curepe on the 

Eastern Main Road to share their Christian experi-

ence with citizens as they traversed the busy  

streets to conduct their varied activities during this 

global pandemic. We met hurting and depressed 

persons whom we prayed with and for whilst dis-

tributing Priority Magazines.  

Observing the Covid-19 protocols in no way damp-

ened or hampered the mood of the staff as they 

shared and interacted with the public. One gentle-

man inquired as to the nearest Seventh-day Ad-

ventist Church in his area and promised to attend. 

Others were thrilled to have prayer offered for 

them and their families, while others graciously 

accepted the magazine shared. The entire staff was 

indeed blessed as we interacted.  

Tuesday, February 16, 2021, saw evangelism in an-

other innovative way. The Administration and 

staff came together for a team building activity. 

Just as in Bible times, the disciples took their 

break from fishing for rest, rejuvenation and the 

strengthening of each other, the South Caribbean 

Conference saw it fit to model this pattern.  

An ‘Office Staff Cook-Off’  with three teams  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

namely, ‘Team Image de Marque,’ ‘Uzuri’ and ‘Joie 

de Vivre et Prix’ (all pronounced with a lovely 

French accent) prepared rice and peas cook up, 

provision oil down, and an assortment of beautiful 

salads that literally ‘”blew your mind.” 

There were also lovely blends of our local fruit 

juices as the creativity of the staff came out in full 

bloom.  It was a sight to behold. Over 85 persons 

were able to enjoy a healthy and scrumptious meal 

that day and even visitors to the office partook of 

the meal. We dubbed it “The Social Pandemic Ex-

perience”. The activity was truly an enjoyable and 

bonding experience for all members of staff. 

 

SCC Innovation in Evangelism 
By Deborah Ferreira—CD SCC 

 

Chaplaincy Director distributes Priorities Magazines to passersby  
at Curepe Junction.  
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IMPACT JAMAICA 2021 REPORT 
By  Dr. Joseph C. Smith— Assistant to the President Jamaica Union 

Jamaica Union was blessed with seventy-three 

preachers from the Caribbean Union, who partici-

pated in a virtual evangelistic series in Jamaica. 

The initiative is a part of the Inter-American Divi-

sion programme to expose preachers to other cul-

tures, thereby helping them to learn new ap-

proaches in leading persons to Jesus. Originally, 

all preachers were to begin on April 17 and contin-

ue for two weeks, thereby concluding on May 1. 

The Coronavirus Pandemic and the resulting re-

strictions however, forced us to make adjustments 

to both the dates and the structure of the pro-

gramme. The preachers and host congregations, 

embracing the injunction of the Apostle Paul who 

counselled Timothy to preach the Word in season 

and out of season, began the first segment on April 

17 with twenty-seven preachers sharing the Word 

of God. The rest of the seventy-two preachers 

would engage in two-weeks series, which would 

conclude no later than July 31. 

The various series have been a great source of 

blessing and inspiration to the participating 

churches. A number of the preachers incorporated 

their local congregations in the series thereby 

making them spiritually enriching cross-cultural 

experiences. Pastors, leaders and members were 

able to jointly participate in the worship services, 

and listen to the preaching of God’s word. While 

both the Evangelists and the congregations would 

have preferred to be present in the local space, 

they did not allow the virtual nature of the pro-

gramme to negatively impact their commitment 

and support. We wish to register special thanks to 

the preachers for their solid, Bible-based Advent-

ist messages. While we praise God for the souls 

won, we are equally appreciative of the great mes-

sages preached that have so far led to the confir-

mation of the truths we believe in the minds of the 

listeners. Some churches were so blessed by the 

series, that they in partnership with the preachers, 

extended their campaigns. Currently, some cam 

paigns are in progress. The final segment of this 

programme will begin on July 17 in the North East 

Jamaica Conference. To date, approximately 166 

persons have surrendered their lives to Christ in 

baptism, and become part of the family of God. 

Jamaica Union wishes to register profound grati-

tude to God for allowing us to be a part of this 

great cross-cultural experience, and working 

through our preachers and churches to lead souls 

to Christ, as well as experiencing our own spiritual 

renewal. Special thanks to Dr. Kern Tobias, Presi-

dent of Caribbean Union along with the other ad-

ministrators, Dr. Claudius Morgan, the Assistant 

to the President for Evangelism, Sister Sheryle 

Liverpool, the Administrative Assistant, and all 

the preachers, their families and congregations, 

for your prayers and support for this great initia-

tive. We are preparing and praying for the 2022 

phase of this programme, when 100 of our preach-

ers will participate in preaching the gospel in the 

Caribbean Union. May God continue to equip, em-

power and use us to build up His kingdom! 

Dr. Joseph C. Smith 
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(Continued from Page 17) 

“Many of you have watched the heartbreaking pic-

tures of the effects that this seismic activity has 

had on the people of St. Vincent,” said Pastor Des-

mond F. James, president of the church in the 

North Caribbean Conference, as he appealed to 

church members across the region earlier last 

month. “We are extremely grateful and thrilled by 

the robust response as the peoples of the North 

displayed a massive, compassionate response in 

cash and other assistance to our brothers and sis-

ters in disaster.” Already, church leaders have dis-

tributed the supplies to those affected. 

Wilmoth James said that ADRA emergency teams 

worked on the ground to mobilize members to 

support the needs on the island of St. Vincent. “We 

are grateful to God for the membership coming 

together for this mission of mercy. We believe that 

several factors contributed to the response includ-

ing the structure set up by ADRA over the years in 

the island territories, ADRA depots established on 

every island to activate during emergencies, and 

the generosity of church members. “Members [in 

our territory] know what it meant to sleep without 

a roof on their head and to be in need of water,” he 

said. “The fact that there is a spirit of generosity 

still alive in the membership of the North Caribbe-

an Conference is wonderful to see.” 

Peters said that “members shopped for clothes and 

food items, communities collaborated with the 

church and made an all-out effort to lend support 

to the initiative.” 

Donated supplies went to the people still at the 10 

shelters overseen by the Adventist Church in St. 

Vincent and the Grenadines. Additional supplies 

were provided to the daily feeding program still 

ongoing by the church on St. Vincent. 

Church members in the North Caribbean Confer-

ence will continue to raise funds to support in the 

aftermath of St. Vincent in the days and weeks 

ahead.  

 
Adventists in North Caribbean Islands Collect 

Tons of Supplies for Volcano Victims 

Photos shows l to R— volunteers packing Container to be shipped to SVG Mission; Dr. Pe-
ters, coordinator of the relief effort poses with the Community Service/ADRA , SDA re-

sponse to the disaster sign; and Pastor Wilmoth James, Secretary of the NCC Conference, 
labels the container that was shipped to SVG. 
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Although circumstances forced him to drop out of 

school at a young age, Reynold Ferary did not give 

up his dreams of attaining a higher education, and 

now at the age of 59, the pastor has graduated 

with his Doctorate in Business Administration.   

 Ferary, who now lives in Alberta, Canada, was 

born on Union Island in St Vincent and the Grena-

dines. He attended school in that Grenadine island 

where he was forced to drop out at 15 years old, 

having failed certain exams and not being given a 

second chance.   

 The teen toiled as a construction worker during 

the day, and donned a waiter’s uniform at the An-

chorage Yacht Club in Clifton, during the night.   

 When he had enough money to make a start in 

school, he left Union Island in 1981 and went to 

Trinidad. He started in form three where he left 

off, and went through forms four and five, before 

sitting his secondary exit examinations, all the 

while funding himself.   

 He attended a private college after this. “I pur-

sued a double major. I studied theology as my 

main course of study and I studied for a degree in 

social studies as a social studies teacher at the Sec-

ondary School level.”  He graduated in 1989.   

Ferary then worked in communities from 

Questelles to Chateaubelair as an intern pastor 

with the Seventh-day Adventist Church, then 

moved to St Lucia where he completed his intern-

ship and then worked as a District Leader. He left 

St Lucia five years after and was assigned to Ports-

mouth, Dominica.   

His wife, who is from Tobago, and their three chil-

dren then went to Mexico, where Ferary enrolled 

at the Northern Mexican Montemorelos Universi-

ty, where he did a Masters in Family Life Educa-

tion between 1998 and 2001.   

 At this Spanish University he took the opportuni-

ty to learn Spanish and become bilingual.  After 

graduation, in transitioning, he spent time in the 

USA, before taking up a job in Canada. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In 2017 he began his doctoral studies at the Mon-

temorelos University, for a PhD in Business Ad-

ministration.   

 Ferary successfully defended his dissertation in 

April 2020, but graduation was put on hold be-

cause of Covid-19 but he held out hope for an in-

person graduation. However, the decision was tak-

en to have a virtual ceremony, which was held on 

May 16.   

He recalled that “at times when I came from 

school for lunch, there was no lunch and I had to 

have a drink of some lemonade…and eat a fruit or 

whatever I had, and go back to school,” adding, 

“Don’t allow your context to define your life and 

your future.”  

Currently he conducts seminars around the world, 

and leads International guided tours to places like 

Israel and Jordan.   

 “I have a passion to go out there and to make a 

difference, maybe negotiate with Governments 

and Ministries of Education and see how I can 

help people to realize that financial education is 

important for our young people; and if they don’t 

have the necessary tools in order to make in-

formed financial decisions, they would succumb to 

the ravages of indebtedness,” he noted.   

Adapted from the News Newspaper 

Dr Reynold Ferary 
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By Pastor Hugh McKenzie CD—Guyana Conference 

The messenger to the remnant church says, 

“When divine power is combined with human ef-

fort, the work will spread like fire in the stub-

ble….”—Selected Messages 1:118 (1885). 

To make the above quotation a reality, thorough 

preparation is essential. Almost a year in advance, 

we were preparing for this novel online Caribbean 

Union Wide “Good News Impact Evangelistic Se-

ries”. It was unchartered territory and the gospel 

net was to be thrown far and wide. 

The novel Online Good News Crusade Series was 

officially launched by the Guyana Conference on 

February 20, 2021. During this meeting we pre-

sented information and the general plan of the 

Conference to ensure our full participation in the 

upcoming event. (Continued on page 57) 

Vibert and Nurzema Calder Married at Mahdia Church 18th March 2021.  Pastor Enoch 

Hamilton second from left was the marriage officer.  He is the Pastor for  

the Madhia District. 
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The East Caribbean Conference of Seventh-day 

Adventists, Barbados was pleased to have been the 

field chosen to host the CARU GN IMPACT 2021 

Campaign conducted by CARU’s international 

Evangelist Dr. Claudius Morgan.  The four weeks, 

five nights a week campaign was fraught with in-

tense preparation despite the imminent threat of 

COVID 19 punctuated by restrictions imposed by 

the government. 

It was a gallant effort of the church to have its two 

-field conference of Dominica and Barbados heavi-

ly engaged in the preparatory as well as the execu-

tion stage of the campaign.  We were able to see all 

91 churches marketing the program on social me-

dia and bravely knocking on doors in Dominica. 

We saw a great number of our young people in-

volved in all aspects of the campaign.  Those indi-

viduals who were proficient in technology man-

aged and packaged the nightly program in a man-

ner which we have never witnessed before.  The 

level of commitment exhibited from both our 

youth and adults was evidence that the church’s 

future in this technological age, is in safe hands.  

The professional management of technology and 

programming strategized by Simon Victor and 

Wayne Morgan displayed a high level of skill and 

experience, resulting in a clean live stream nightly. 

The production of ministry of music each night 

was innovative and very spiritual.  Also, the back-

up music organized by Shawn Mayers injected a 

boost of energy to the evangelist in the presenta-

tion of dynamic messages each night.  

Many people imprisoned in their homes were set 

free as the gospel came to them via the technologi-

cal devices.  Days of our Lives was forgotten as 

people embraced the Good News. Individuals who 

were too busy for the gospel before found them-

selves anxiously awaiting every episode.  Just 

like in a blackout when we have a greater apprecia-

tion for the lights God placed in the sky, in our so-

cial blackout Dr. Morgan blazed a path like a com-

et, lighting up the East Caribbean Conference ter-

ritories and beyond, bringing light into many 

darkened homes and hearts. 

In both fields we were able to see over a hundred 

souls come to know Jesus through baptism.  We 

give God thanks and praise for inspiring and 

equipping us to embrace change as we trans-

formed our strategies to creatively utilize our new 

normal in the midst of this COVID pandemic. To 

God be the Glory!! 

Pentecostal Evangelist Sonja Rogers looks 

at  her daughter Summa as she awaits her 

turn to be baptized.  Her daughter was lat-

er baptized also. 

By Dr. Collin L. Thorne— Executive Secretary ECC 
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Upon hearing the breaking news of the eruption of 

the La Soufriere volcano, on Sunday 11th April 

2021, the president of the ASI Tobago Chapter,  

Bro Diamond, knew immediately that humanitari-

an assistance would be needed so he began to put 

measures in place. He linked with Bro. Wilfred des 

Vignes, the ADRA Director of the Tobago Mission 

and they decided to use the Good News Church 

annex as a depot to house supplies that would be 

collected. Added to that, he called Mr. George Lea-

cock, manager of the Tambrin Radio Station who 

did an open interview with him where he request-

ed help from the people of Tobago to assist St. 

Vincent and the Grenadines and instructed them 

as to where to drop off their contributions. The 

people responded immediately inclusive of the su-

permarket owners and others in the business com-

munity. Also, a number of NGOs and other organi-

zations came forward with water, foodstuff and 

toiletries in abundance.  We actually saw God’s 

love in action as people reached out to help.  Con-

tributions ranged from five dollars to thousands,  

but all in love. The first shipment consisted of 

three trucks loaded to capacity; our driver was 

Bro. Damian Edwards.   A wonderful team leader, 

Ms. Avonelle Hector Joseph, the president of IN-

AC (Is There Not A Cause) helped us to successful-

ly complete the shipment. We were also able to 

help other religious persuasions to ship supplies to 

their brethren. The mission was successful with a 

total of $120,000.00 in food stuff and supplies go-

ing  out on the first shipment.  To date, (14/6/21) 

four additional shipments at a cost of 

$260,000.00 have been sent out and the people of 

St Vincent and the Grenadines inclusive of the 

prime minister have expressed their heartfelt grat-

itude for the help and love from the people of To-

bago. We also want to express our thanks to all 

those who came on board with us namely Bro 

Wilfred des Vignes, ADRA Director, Tobago Mis-

sion; Mr. George Leacock of Radio Tambrin; busi-

ness owners including supermarket and hardware 

contributors; churches; families; and individuals.  

We also want to say thanks to the ASI Team who 

received, labeled, packed and loaded items into 

the trucks. We pray that God will in His mercy 

continue to restore the island of St Vincent and 

the Grenadines and the inhabitants back to nor-

mal life. My prayer is, may God bless you and 

make His face shine upon you now and forever 

more. AMEN. 

Boxes of the many  items sent to SVG Mission.  Inset - President of the  
ASI Tobago, Diamond Andrews 



54 

 

The Necessity of Transformation THE METAMORPHOSIS OF TRANSFORMATION 

The North Caribbean Conference’s baptism count 

steadily climbed above the 110 persons reported at 

the end of the first ever digital evangelism series, 

led by the Seventh-day Adventist Church in the 

Caribbean Union. The themed series, “Good News 

Evangelism Campaign”, focused on following Je-

sus – it was broadcast from Barbados to the ten 

islands of the Conference and was carried on six 

radio stations across the territory from February 

26, 2021, to March 27, 2021. 

“There are no words to express how successful this 

evangelistic effort has been here in our church ter-

ritory,” said Pastor Desmond James, President of 

the North Caribbean Conference (NCC).  “This is a 

completely new experience for us here, but we are 

grateful for the opportunity to proclaim God’s 

Word with power [and] clarity. Morgan showed up 

in homes and churches across the territory. He in-

spired men and women, giving them hope and en-

couraging them to live life again.” 

The evangelist and speaker of the Series, Dr. Clau-

dius Morgan, delivered Bible-based sermons 

amidst curfews imposed by the governments to 

curb the spread of the Coronavirus. Translation 

services, from English to Spanish and French, 

were offered via Zoom. 

The campaign invaded homes, unsettled sinners, 

captivated minds and left over 100 persons across 

the territory rejoicing in the Lord. “We were keen-

ly aware that while our primary target audience 

was NCC, persons connected from many other 

countries including the United States, Canada, 

United Kingdom, Cayman Islands, and Trinidad 

and Tobago. It was, however, an unquenchable joy 

to learn that because of the Series, persons were 

getting baptized across the territory,” said the NCC 

Personal Ministries Director, Dr. Henry Peters. 

The impact of the online series was felt in the Pur-

cell Church on Tortola where an Immigration of-

ficer got baptized. “Every evening I would turn on 

my laptop and be one of the first to wait for the 

service to start,” said Denice Rouse, who shared 

details of her conversion in an interview after her 

baptism.  “I think it was really interesting and fun. 

As I listened to the sermons, I understood and 

knew that it was time to give my life to Jesus.” It 

was the conclusion of a journey that started from 

viewing the Family’s Hope Campaign by Pastor 

Hesketh Matthew in 2020. “I am now at a place 

where I feel loved and happy,” Rouse concluded. 

By Royston Philbert CD NCC 

Photos show Pastor Cuvalay baptizing a  new convert from the New Bethany Church St 
Maarten and a new member with a blush of approval welcomed into the fellowship of the 
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“It’s really impressive to have baptized persons 

under these circumstances of the pandemic and 

under the conditions we face in this territory,” said 

Pastor Hesketh Matthew, Assistant to the NCC 

President for Evangelism.  “To have reached so 

many people with the messages, online, was really 

good and we praise the Lord for His goodness. 

Part of our evangelism strategy, going forward, is 

training our pastors and members to take ad-

vantage of this opportunity.” 

“This is not the end, but the beginning of a new 

paradigm in terms of how we do evangelism in the 

North Caribbean Conference,” said Pastor Wil-

moth James, Executive Secretary of the NCC.  

“Over the four-week period of the campaign, 

online “live” nightly attendance ranged from 2,500 

to 3,000 viewers on YouTube and Facebook, with 

viewership increasing from 200 to 300 percent 72 

hours after,” reported Pastor Royston Philbert, 

NCC Communication Director.   He added, “On 

Saturdays, the live online viewers registered be-

tween 6,000 to 8,000 viewers across all the plat-

forms, with those numbers also increasing by 

more than 300 percent after three days. This is in 

addition to persons watching at in-person sites 

and listening to the radio.  The series mobilized 

dozens of communicators across the islands who 

volunteered to ensure everything was in place for a 

smooth online experience.  With no one knowing 

when the challenges associated with COVID-19 

will end, the Good News Campaign might be the 

blueprint for evangelism in the NCC, in the imme-

diate future.” 

The Necessity of Transformation THE METAMORPHOSIS OF TRANSFORMATION 

Family Welcomes Mother into Christiansted Church Family 

APETD—Pastor Heskett Matthew 
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The Prayer Ministry of the Grenada Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists has been playing a crucial 
role in assisting members in developing and main-
taining an intimate relationship with God through 
prayer for both members and non-members. 
 

When the Prayer Ministry was launched at a memo-
rable convention in Grenville, St. Andrew, the partic-
ipants who included Prayer Warriors island-wide 
were energized and motivated to return with the 
right attitude, knowledge and necessary skills to 
chart the way forward, in building strong local Prayer 
Ministries. 
 

At the convention we were given the Prayer Minis-
try’s Department quadrennial plan, in the form of a 
booklet which has been a valuable tool for Prayer 
Ministries Leaders.  
 

To ensure that the churches receive necessary sup-
port, the director of the Prayer Ministry, Pastor Oli-
ver Scott visited the local churches. He conducted 
many prayer conferences island wide. Thirty-five 
congregations have been ministered to through these 
prayer conferences. 
 

An executive committee has been established to 
manage the affairs of the Prayer Ministry. Meetings 
were held periodically. These sessions were aimed at 
developing and maintaining an effective Prayer Min-
istry. 
 

Preceding the Pandemic, the Prayer Ministry had 
been engaged in a number of activities: 
 Wednesday night Prayer Services  
 Prayer Walk 
 Ten Days of Prayer: Holy Emphasis Week 
 Convention at La Poterie Church 
 District Prayer Conference  in the Grenadines 
 Half Night Vigil 
 Monthly Prayer and Fast 
 

The outbreak of the deadly virus created a challenge 
for the local churches to conduct their prayer ser-
vices in a physical setting, therefore a new way had to 
be implemented in order for the Prayer Ministry to 
be operational. 
 

We embarked on new initiatives by making use of the 
online platform ‘Zoom’, where Prayer Warriors 
throughout the island converged virtually to inter-
cede on behalf of those who needed prayers. The for-
mation of the National Prayer Warriors WhatsApp 
chat has been a powerful means through which 
members are able to communicate. 
 

Listed are some of our online activities: 
  40 Days of Prayer and Fast 
 10 Days (Daniel Fast) 
 Praying on behalf of evangelistic campaigns 
 Participating in CARU’s 1000 intercessors initia-

tives during the Good News Evangelistic Crusade 
by Dr. Morgan 

 Monday and Thursday night prayer meetings 8 
p.m. – 9 p.m. 

 Sabbath morning prayer meetings 6 a.m. – 7 a.m.  
 

We give praise and thanks to God for His tremen-
dous blessings on all those who participated in pro-
moting the Prayer Ministries and its operations. 
Thanks to our director, a man chosen by God and 
inspired by the Holy Spirit to lead in the days of un-
certainty, all the Prayer Warriors for their commit-
ment and dedication, to Sr. Jacinta Francis and Br. 
Sam Brathwaite, who have been playing a key role in 
utilizing their skills, knowledge and talents to God’s 
honour and glory. Thanks to our President Pastor 
Clinton Lewis, Pastors, Elders and members who 
have been involved in our online prayer services. 
 

As we continue to unite in prayer, it is my hope that 
more church members and prayer warriors will join 
in our online prayer services regularly. 
 

May God continue to bless us all as we combine our 
efforts to build stronger Prayer Ministries through-
out the tri-island State of Grenada, Carriacou and 
Petite Martinique. 
 

God rules the world and His church through the 
prayers of His people.  He calls for intercessors; in 
His grace He has made His work dependent on 
them; He waits for them.   
Zachariah 4:6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sister Judith Mitchell 
Prayer Ministries Leader 

 

A Synopsis of the Prayer Ministry of 

the Grenada Conference  
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(Continued from Page 51) 

As a conference we prepared by participation in 

the weekly planning meetings hosted by the 

CARU Crusade Team so ably chaired by Mrs. 

Cheryle Liverpool and Dr. Morgan, as we inter-

acted with the technical team and fellow Commu-

nication and Personal Ministries Directors in 

preparation for this massive evangelistic cam-

paign. 

As was requested during the union meetings, 73 

physical crusade sites were put in place as 

churches in the Guyana conference prepared for 

this comprehensive dissemination of the gospel 

message. The conference through the Personal 

Ministries Department also recommended that 

each district apart from the many physical cru-

sade sites that were prepared for the crusade, 

would also develop at least one virtual hub 

(church) , to be used for subsequent training so 

that members can come together in one location 

for conference sponsored virtual training and 

online interactions hosted by the conference.  

Through the Personal Ministries Department, 

hard copies and softcopies of the Family Life Les-

son Series were sent to the field through the dis-

trict Pastors, to prepare the hearts of the people 

in advance of the evangelistic campaign. 

Another major initiative that was launched in 

preparation for the Good News Impact Campaign 

was the “Let’s Talk About Him” Prayer and 

Preparation morning meetings, from 4:30 am to 

5:45 am, held on the zoom platform, where Pas-

tors, Church Officers and Members met for pray-

er and to receive training for the crusade. We 

were inspired, informed, and motivated by 

presentations by Dr. Samuel Telemaque, Pastor 

Easton Marks, Pastor Sherwin White, Pastor Hes-

keth Matthews and others. 

 One of the major initiatives that I believe was a 

major factor in the success of the Good News Im-

pact Evangelistic Campaign, was the 40 Days of 

Prayer Meetings. During this period, the 

Guyana Conference together with the Caribbean 

Union cried out to God to use the Evangelist Dr. 

Morgan, the CARU Crusade Team, every Confer-

ence, Pastor and member, as vessels during the 

campaign. The meetings were indeed a heavenly 

sitting with Jesus. We commend Pastor Ashton 

O’Neil and his team for allowing God to use them 

to lead us to prayer. 

Pastor Colin Swaving Baptizes one of the 
1122 persons baptized in the  

Guyana Conference 

(Continued next Page) 
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And then the big day, the Opening Night’s Service, 

as we began with a powerful message by Evange-

list Dr. Morgan entitled "Are We Ready for Covid 

20?". We did not consciously express it, but our 

passionate prayer as we began the series was, 

“Lead on, O King eternal, 

the day of march has come; 

henceforth in fields of conquest 

thy tents shall be our home. 

Through days of preparation 

thy grace has made us strong; 

and now, O King eternal, 

we lift our battle song.” ( SDA Hymnal # 619 ) 

  During the battle the conference hosted 

weekly meetings with the Pastors-the troops on 

the ground- to ensure that each Pastor and Pasto-

ral District received the necessary supplies to con-

tinue waging war against the enemy in the name 

of Jesus the Captain of the Heavenly Host.  

The conference supplied video projectors and lap-

tops to equip and enable some churches to be able 

to stream the Good News Series. Apart from the 

live physical church sites, the crusade was 

streamed virtually on the Guyana Conference 

YouTube Channel and Facebook page, our Confer-

ence Website and on the Channel 2 Television Sta-

tion. The contact information for prayer, Bible 

study, baptism and for giving an offering or dona-

tion was shared on the platforms nightly. Mem-

bers of our local crusade team manned the plat-

forms, answered questions, and kept the viewers 

informed of the crusade and presentations to 

come with weekly video clips prepared by Ms. Yas-

min Bowman and her team.  

Our importunate prayers ascended to God as pray-

er intercessors across the conference prayed. Oth-

er prayer groups outside of Guyana were involved 

and prayed for the campaign in the early hours of 

each morning. A Special Prayer Intercessors 

WhatsApp Group was launched to respond to 

prayer requests during the crusade. One group 

met nightly in the Central Church under the lead-

ership of our Conference Prayer Coordinator, Pas-

tor Malcolm LaFleur, to petition the throne of 

grace that the power of the Holy Spirit will be felt 

during the campaign, touching hearts, changing 

lives and defeating Satan’s counter ploys.   

(Continued on Next Page) 

Frank and Florence Lawrence  married at Mahdia Church 4th March, 2021 
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Facilitated by the Communication Department, 

flash drives were purchased for the purpose of 

downloading the crusade sermons, and these flash 

drives were sent by road and through internal 

flights to the hinterland locations that are without 

internet, so that the series could be shared using 

video projectors, laptops, speakers and amplifiers. 

There were 48 baptisms and 8 weddings during 

the campaign in one such interior district. God be 

praised. 

As a personal testimony, during the Good News 

Campaign, with the help of Bro Clifford Trotman 

and Bro Eston Brown, God taught yours truly, how 

to use the VMIX Software to enable us to steam the 

campaign over the internet. Before the crusade the 

VMIX software was exceedingly mysterious to me. 

God answered my prayer for help in understanding 

how to use it for his glory. 

As a result of preparation, prayer and hard work, 

God blessed His cause in Guyana. One thousand 

one hundred and forty-four individuals gave their 

lives to Jesus through the Good News Impact Cam-

paign. The weekly totals for the baptisms are: 

Week One - 239 

Week Two - 137 
Week Three - 181 
Week Four – 451 

 
The other individuals were baptized after the 
online campaign ended as some locations began 
the series into the second and third week of the 
Good News online campaign using the sermons on 
the flash drives and downloads of the sermons that 
were already presented online. We thank God for 
His miraculous leading in the Guyana Conference! 

 
We thank God for the vision of the Caribbean Un-

ion Conference and Administrators, the coopera-

tion of the Conferences in the Caribbean Union, 

the willingness of the Evangelist and the Technical 

Team and each Pastor and member who partici-

pated in this historic event.  

We are reminded of the words from the pen of in-

spiration. “The angel who unites in the proclama-

tion of the third angel's message is to lighten the 

whole earth with his glory. A work of world-wide 

extent and unwonted power is here foretold... 

Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and 

shining with holy consecration, will hasten from 

place to place to proclaim the message from heav-

en. By thousands of voices, all over the earth, the 

warning will be given” — The Great Controversy, 

611, 612 (1911). 

Today we praise our awesome and trustworthy 

God, who answered our prayers in the weeks and 

months of preparation, for the rich harvest of 

souls. May God help us to put forth corresponding 

effort to nurture and keep the treasure of souls         

that He has led to the truth.   

Manuel and Romona DaSilva 
Married at Mahdia church,13th March 

2021. 
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In the first half of the year 2021 Suriname participated 

in and conducted various evangelistic initiatives. For 

the first time Pastor Claudius Morgan, with Barbados 

as main site, conducted a Union wide Virtual Evange-

listic Campaign. The communication departments of 

all the fields were heavily involved in the preparation 

and execution of this program in collaboration with 

personal ministries departments, the music depart-

ments and supporting departments. The Suriname 

Mission experienced some language and technical chal-

lenges in bringing the messages in the local language,  

but nevertheless we can thank God for what He has 

done through these 4 weeks of preaching. The Suri-

namese version of the theme song “I don’t want to be 

left out, Mi no wan tan na baka,” which was sung by a 

praise team from Suriname led by sister Ellen Terborg, 

was one of the favorites during the campaign. At the 

end of the crusade 27 persons were baptized into the 

kingdom of God. All honor and glory be to God.  

We also had our very first virtual adolescent evangelis-

tic campaign “Jesus is my best friend”. Seven adoles-

cent/ teen preachers brought the messages in a simple 

yet powerful way to all age groups. This was an initia-

tive of the Children and Adolescent Ministries depart-

ment led by sister Judith Blackman. Pastor Roël Black-

man was responsible for the coaching of the young 

speakers and Sis Brigette Elshot from the Bethel 

Church also contributed significantly for the success of 

this campaign. We thank the Lord that a number of  

children are currently being prepared for baptism in 

August.  

We also want to make it known that the Suriname Mis-

sion has access to a National Television Channel of-

fered by Wabubosko Ministries Channel 10.2. With the 

signing of the MOU the Mission has 60 hours of broad-

casting time per month. All the previously mentioned 

programs were broadcasted on WBtv 10.2.     

Pastor Chad Goolaman also participated as Evangelist 

in the Jamaica Impact Evangelistic Campaign in the 

Little London District of SDA churches. His series was 

entitled “Now is the Time”. With nightly preaching by 

this young, dynamic and spiritual evangelist and the 

participation of members of the local district, attendees  

were urged to make a decision for Jesus Christ! His 

wife, sister Tawina Goolaman, gave full support to him 

as his reader. During this series 12 souls were bap 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tized. The other evangelists, Pastors Chester Hinds and 

Dwight Bowen will conduct their evangelistic series in 

the second half of this year with the local church in Ja-

maica. This is an initiative of the Jamaican Union in 

collaboration with the Caribbean Union.  

ADRA Suriname supports St. Vincent & 

the Grenadines and Erowarte 
We all know the situation of the volcanic eruption in St. 

Vincent and the Grenadines. ADRA Suriname also 

made a contribution towards the relief of the situation 

there. Together with a local business we donated 240 

trays of 1½ liter bottles of water.  As of the writing of 

this article the shipment has not taken place yet but 

will hopefully take place soon. We also provided relief 

to Erowarte, an indigenous village in the east of Suri-

name, by supplying food hampers in a time when there 

was an outbreak of Covid-19 cases. Many members of 

various families were affected by this situation which 

resulted in their not being able to work and conduct 

their daily activities. We went twice to the village and 

brought 50 hampers each time.  Our Adventist pres-

ence in this village is notable because of a church and 

the Iporoma Adventist school. We pray that God heals 

this village.   

By Steven Tulp CD Suriname Mission 

President Edward Blackman’s  District 
baptized 13 of the 26 persons baptized in 

Suriname for the impact. 
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(Continued from Page  33) 

With this in mind, Pastor Eric D. Clarke, president 

of the North Bahamas Conference, proffered the 

idea that we should join forces with, and tap into 

the Good News Gospel Impact being hosted by the 

Caribbean Union (CARU) and being streamed 

from the island of Barbados.  Beginning Friday 

evening, February 26, 2021, for four weeks, Evan-

gelist Claudius Morgan would proclaim the gospel 

of Jesus Christ and the viewers from around the 

world including the North Bahamas territory 

would be able to tap into the experience.   This 

campaign was treated and conducted as if it were 

held in person in one of our local churches or at a 

venue within the territory.  

While the idea of having an evangelistic series live 

streamed is not new, the initial concern was how 

to track the visitors and members who would 

watch the program each night on Youtube.  On 

Sabbath mornings, the churches were opened in 

both Grand Bahama and Abcao, and the entire 

service was viewed via Youtube and shared on the 

big screen.    

Besides the nightly preaching of the gospel by the 

evangelist and the variety of musical items each 

night, the various Sabbath morning presentations 

on stewardship, Christian living, and proper Sab-

bath keeping, were beneficial to both members 

and visitors.  

During the four weeks of meetings and even after-

wards, churches were encouraged to be ready for 

the moving the Holy Spirit as persons responded 

to the call to accept Christ and be baptized.  As 

Pastor Morgan made his appeal on the virtual 

screen, a pastor or elder was ready to continue the 

appeal and receive those who responded for bap-

tism and prayers.  Each Sabbath after the meet-

ings we met at the beach in Grand Bahama or on 

Abcao to conduct baptisms.  Additionally, during 

the week days persons were also baptized.   At the 

conclusion of the campaign, 46 precious souls 

were baptized to the honor and glory of God.   

Once the virtual meetings ended, each church dis-

trict planned a special Sabbath to welcome and 

receive our newly baptized members. 

Pastor Peter Kerr, president of the Atlantic Carib-

bean Union commented that the experience 

gained by the North Bahamas Conference during 

this campaign will be beneficial to the entire Un-

ion in planning future virtual evangelistic endeav-

ors.   To God be praised.  

2021                                                                   

Candidates on the beach in Grand Bahama waiting to be plunged beneath the flow to lose 

all their guilty stains.  46 persons were baptized in the North Bahamas Conference. 

President Danny Clarke and one of the 

newly baptized 
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(Continued from Page 7) 

God has used the leadership of Dr. Bowman and 

his team to achieve a delicate stabilization of uni-

versity finances; to complete outstanding capital 

projects - most notably the ladies’ dormitory and a 

new 2,600 seat University Auditorium and a home 

for the School of Nursing and Allied Health; to re-

new decaying campus infrastructure; and to 

achieve the maximum periods of renewed accredi-

tation from both the Adventist Accreditation Asso-

ciation (AAA) and the Accreditation Council of 

Trinidad and Tobago (ACTT). New academic pro-

grammes have also been added, particularly at the 

postgraduate level, with at least two of these being 

unique offerings in the Anglophone Caribbean. 

Moreover, the construction of the first ever built-

for-purpose church building and worship facility 

on the campus has actually begun and by faith - 

accompanied by works and your support - it will 

be completed in 2022. 

Who really is the human leader that God has used 

to achieve these positive changes in the fortunes of 

our university? Dr. Hilary Bowman was born into 

very humble circumstances in Richland Park, St. 

Vincent and the Grenadines. He was the last of 

seven children born to Sydney and Wilhelmina 

Bowman. Fate would have it that death took his 

father away before he completed the second year 

of his life. Wilhelmina Bowman never remarried 

and as such Hilary was raised in a single-parent 

family. He recalls his mother as an industrious 

woman who taught her children the dignity of 

work. Hilary, as a young child of seven or eight 

years, when not at school, would be taken by his 

mother to assist her in the sweet potato fields. His 

mother, a devout Roman Catholic, was also an en-

trepreneur who recovered from the economic peril 

of widowhood to become quite a proprietress, 

owning lands, a store and even a truck to support 

her business activities. 

Hilary attended the Richland Park Government 

Primary School and cherished early ambitions of 

becoming a cardiologist. Having done well at pri-

mary school, he was absorbed into the Pupil 

Teacher System and began a career as an educator 

at the age of sixteen. He never attended a second-

ary school but would teach as a monitor for three 

days per week and attend the Teacher Training 

Centre on the remaining two days of the five-day 

work week. While employed and still being trained 

as a teacher, he attended evening classes and pri-

vately wrote and passed GCE O’level Examina-

tions. He also obtained his Teacher’s Diploma 

from the UWI. (Continued next Page) 

From Devout Roman Catholic to  
the 28th President of USC 

Artist’s  impression of the Caring University Church.  Completion scheduled 2022 
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The industriousness modeled by his mother rubbed off 

on Hilary and while working as a teacher, he became 

involved in a number of business activities to supple-

ment a frugal teacher’s wage.  He became a large-scale 

farmer, growing bananas for export and also commer-

cially farming vegetables in green houses. He would 

also become involved with retail trade, operating a 

boutique, a supermarket and a light hardware. He also 

became a sales-agent for New Standard Encyclopedia. 

In 1971, Hilary defied his mother’s threat to put him 

out of her house if he became a Seventh-day Adventist 

and was baptized into the membership of the Richland 

Park SDA Church by Pastor George Riley. Mercifully, 

she never quite fulfilled her threat. Instead for several 

months home life was quite volatile, erupting occasion-

ally in episodes of conflict and renewed threats of evic-

tion. Hilary would diffuse the conflict by retreating to 

his room. He also took to the habit of playing record-

ings of soothing Christian music, which, in time, his 

mother came to enjoy. After a year or so of his musical 

‘charm-offensive’, his mother intimated to him her de-

sire to be baptized and become a Seventh-day Advent-

ist. This she did and remained Adventist until the time 

of her passing. 

As a young Seventh-day Adventist, Hilary took to the 

faith his habitual enthusiasm. Very quickly he became 

involved in church activities, despite the high entry 

barriers that Adventist congregations sometimes erect 

against the inexperienced. Hilary’s obvious talent, pas-

sion and commitment saw him soon holding a number 

of offices in the Richland Park SDA Church, among  

them MV (AY) Leader, Lay Activities (Personal Minis 

tries) Leader and ultimately, he was ordained as an 

Elder. His teachability attracted mentors and motiva-

tors, including Brother and Sister Bacchus who became 

his in-laws when he wed their daughter Verina some 

forty-seven years ago.  

Beyond his nurturing congregation, he was elected as 

President of the island-wide Adventist Youth Council. 

By the late 1970s and early 1980s, he was a very active 

lay preacher, holding evangelistic campaigns in various 

parts of SVG. Dr. Bowman recalls a single one of his 

many campaigns yielding ninety-eight baptisms - a 

quite impressive outcome for an East Caribbean lay 

preacher of this period.  

In 1977, Hilary became a salaried denominational 

worker for the first time. After twelve years in the Colo-

nial Government Teaching Service, he resigned to take 

up a teaching appointment at the Mountain View Ad-

ventist Academy (MVAA), located at the time in the 

basement of the Richland Park SDA Church.  

In 1982 Hilary and Verina Bowman travelled to Marac-

as Valley, Trinidad, to further their studies at Caribbe-

an Union College (now USC). Having obtained an As-

sociate Degree previously, Hilary was able to complete 

a double major Baccalaureate degree in Education and 

History while Verina completed her Baccalaureate de-

gree in Education. In 1984, the couple returned to St. 

Vincent and the Grenadines where Hilary was appoint-

ed Principal of the MVAA. He became instrumental in 

leading the drive for the construction of a new school 

building. He recalls first approaching the Board of 

Management of MVAA on the matter after having 

saved EC$6,000. 00 through prudent administration.  

(Continued Next Page) 

From Devout Roman Catholic to  
the 28th President of USC 

The Man Himself—Dr. Hilary Bowman 
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He was turned down. Undaunted by initial disap-

pointment, he persevered and implored the board to 

give him a fighting chance to build the school. His 

determination became acquainted with success and 

the first phase of the present building the MVAA oc-

cupies was constructed under his watch at an ap-

proximate cost of EC$1.5 million. However, before 

he could enjoy the privilege of working for one day in 

the new facility he was elected to serve as the Educa-

tion Director of the East Caribbean Conference in 

1988, with oversight for all of the SDA schools in 

Barbados, Dominica, St. Lucia and SVG.  Ten years 

later, he was elevated to serve for the first time as 

Education Director of the CARU. In this capacity, he 

served on the Board of Trustees of CUC/USC, chair-

ing some of its special committees. He also served on 

the boards of Montemorelos and Herbert Fletcher 

universities. 

While his career in denominational work became 

more demanding with this flight of promotions, Dr. 

Bowman was determined to advance his education to 

a terminal degree. In 1991 he completed a Master of 

Arts in Curriculum and Instruction from Andrews 

University Berrien Springs, Michigan and in 1999 a 

Doctor of Philosophy in Educational Administration 

and Policy Making from Union Institute and Univer-

sity, Cincinnati, Ohio.  

After his first go-around as CARU Education Direc-

tor, Dr. Bowman migrated to Orlando, Florida where 

he pursued gainful private opportunities, the most 

notable of which was establishing and running his 

own Montessori (K to Grade 8) school; one of the 

most prestigious schools in the county. He would re-

luctantly obey God’s call to return to the Caribbean 

and denominational work for a second turn as CARU 

Education Director in 2010. It is during this stint 

that, following the sudden resignation of Dr. Clinton 

A. Valley as USC President, and the end of a brief 

interim presidency by Dr. Sylvan A. Lashley, Dr. Hil-

ary Bowman was constrained by the threats to our 

university’s survivability and future to assume its 

presidency in 2016. He brought to this assignment 

the learnt lessons and acquired knowledge that his 

quite inspiring life journeys had attached to him. Af-

ter five years stabilizing our university and returning 

it to a platform of promise of going beyond excel-

lence, Dr. Bowman can echo the sentiments of the 

apostle Paul, “I have fought a good fight, I have fin-

ished my course, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 

4:7).  Though his course as USC President is fin-

ished, the race is not over, but what a smooth pass-

ing of the baton we are privileged to behold. 

This Masterpiece of a Building, the New Auditorium was  completed during the  

Presidency of Dr. Hilary Bowman 
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“Good evening, hello and welcome to the Good News 

Campaign!” was the rallying call that rang through eve-

ry church, every radio station and every home to kick 

off the Good News 2021 series. 

The lineup of hosts from the East Caribbean, South 

Caribbean, Guyana and North Caribbean Conferences 

led out in crucial conversations, conveyed pertinent in-

formation and forged crucial connections with viewers 

through their warm disposition, witty humor and gra-

cious smiles.  

Behind the scenes, producers Lydia Worrell (lead), 

Amanda Escamilla, Waneisha Jones and Annaus 

Charles could be heard making changes to scripts with 

the hosts, knitting together key information to keep 

viewers informed, connected and engaged. 

When asked, Lead Producer Lydia Worrell remarked, 

“I’ve done various smaller producer roles in church ac-

tivities. In some areas this GNC experience was more 

challenging but seeing the final product was priceless.” 

Indeed, throughout every session, a delicate dance of 

improvisation and planned production caused audienc-

es to be glued to their screens – all this amid the team’s 

professional obligations, family engagements, fluctuat-

ing WIFI connections and a global pandemic. 

When commenting on the experience in this campaign, 

Jillian Tull expressed that it was truly “the miraculous 

power of God at play” as her availability as a host was 

dependent on her busy schedule as a laboratory techni-

cian conducting COVID-19 tests. 

In Guyana, hosts Marvin Samaroo, a local church elder 

and Mackelia Whittaker displayed their God-given tal-

ents and abilities beautifully as they hosted the cam-

paign.  

In Trinidad & Tobago, hosts Kaymarie Fletcher, a dedi-

cated journalist and author joined forces with Pastor 

Vaughn Joshua to make an incomparable team.  

In Barbados, hosts Kay Jordan, the secretary of various 

departmental ministries in the East Caribbean Confer-

ence, Jillian Tull, a leading laboratory technician and 

Pastor Jameil Blackman of the East Caribbean Confer-

ence brought their flavor and made an indelible impact 

in the campaign.  

And in the North Caribbean Conference, Kadian Rowe 

and Pastor Timothy Leito provided their warm, person-

able charm to audiences far and wide. 

By Pastor  Timothy Leito 

From L to R top to bottom –Mackelia Whittaker, Marvin Samaroo, Pastor Jameil Black-

man, Pastor Vaughn Joshua, Kay Jordan, Jillian Tull, Pastor Timothy Leito, Kadian 

Rowe and Kaymarie Fletcher 
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In 1979, Colwick followed his older brother Leon to 

Caribbean Union College to study for the ministry. He 

was committed to excellence in his studies and with his 

college classmate and friend, Stephen Carryl, decided 

to earn a doctoral degree one day. At college, Colwick 

developed an affection for biblical languages, particu-

larly Greek. Led astray by his intellectual curiosity he 

would also wander into courses offered by other disci-

plines. He recalls being very involved in campus life 

during his college days, playing cricket, working on the 

college farm, in the cafeteria and as a security officer, 

colporteuring in south Trinidad and being involved in 

student government as the Vice President of the ASB. 

Following his graduation from CUC in 1983, Colwick 

returned to Guyana and worked as a ministerial intern 

then as district pastor with his home church, Bel-

ladrum being included in his brief pastorate. In 1986 

he migrated to the United States. There, he pursued a 

path of studies that began with a Master of Arts Degree 

in Leadership and Counseling, Eastern Michigan Uni-

versity, Ypsilanti, Michigan, then a Master of Arts and 

a Doctor of Philosophy in Sociology from the Universi-

ty of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan.  

Dr. Wilson comes to USC from our sister Adventist 

university, Oakwood University, Alabama where he has 

been serving as Provost and Senior Vice President 

since the fall of  2017. Before his appointment at OU, 

he also served in academic and leadership roles at Lo-

ma Linda University, California and the Kettering 

Health Network, Ohio. He was also an associate profes-

sor at the University of Michigan. 

Dr. Wilson has a strong record in research, publication 

and grant writing. His published work appears in sev-

eral peer-reviewed journals, and he is quite active as a 

presenter and participant on the academic conference 

circuit particularly in the areas of social factors in 

health, statistics and research methodology.  

Dr. Wilson is a visionary, innovative, and collaborative 

leader who is propelled by an ethic of excellence and a 

commitment to serve others. He describes himself as 

“process oriented but outcomes driven.” He is persuad-

ed by his own experiences that God can turn weakness-

es into strengths, provide needed resources and per-

form the impossible. He is generally a humble man ex-

cept for what he thinks of as his prowess in athletics, 

cricket, table tennis and culinary handiness. 

His broad personal vision for USC is that it “continues 

to shine as a Christian university of excellence.” He de-

sires that our university will be known in the region 

and beyond as an institution that is “present in its ori-

entation and future in its imagination.” He envisions a 

university that is industry relevant and on the leading 

edge in its research agenda and curriculum offerings. 

Dr. Wilson is a family man. He is married to Dr. 

Deleise Cole-Wilson. They have two adult daughters: 

Chidinma and Corliss. He leads a family of high achiev-

ers. His wife of twenty-five years is an alumna of West 

Indies College (now Northern Caribbean University), 

Mandeville, Jamaica, and holds a Master of Nursing 

Education from Columbia University, New York and a 

Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing from the University of 

Michigan. Their first daughter Chidinma, is in her sec-

ond year of Medical School at the University of Penn-

sylvania while Corliss will begin graduate studies at 

American University, Washington DC this fall.  

Dr. Wilson is expected to assume duty on July 01, 

2021. The CARU constituency welcomes Dr. Colwick 

Mervyn Wilson and his family to USC.  

From l to r Corliss Wilson, Dr. Deleise Cole-Wilson and Chidinma Wilson 

Begins on Final page 
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From L to R top to Bottom—Jerrol Edwards - BS Computing, Blossom Walker - BS Eco-

nomics, Summa Cum Laude, Alex Antoine- BS Computing, Shorn Wilson - BBA, Human 

Resource Management, Emily Nicholas - BS Nursing, Faith Charles - BS Biology, Shara-

yah John - BSC Accounting, Summa Cum Laude and Stefon Mohamed - BS Biology. 
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After an extensive international search and the 

diligent screening of candidates, the Board of 

Trustees of the University of the Southern Carib-

bean has voted to appoint Dr. Colwick Mervyn 

Wilson as the 29th President of USC. Dr. Wilson, 

an alumnus of Caribbean Union College (now the 

University of the Southern Caribbean), is of Guya-

nese heritage. His career journey has honed for 

him an impressive vitae of academic and adminis-

trative experiences that robustly positions him to 

advance USC’s global reputation and stature.  

Colwick Mervyn Wilson was born in Sisters, East 

Bank Berbice in what, at the time, was the colony 

of British Guiana (now the Co-operative Republic 

of Guyana). He is the sixth of eight children born 

to Ursula and Fitzgerald Wilson. His paternal 

aunt, a midwife, cut his navel string at her home 

where he was born. He grew up in Paradise, West 

Coast Berbice. Christened an Anglican, Colwick as 

a six or seven-year-old child, was introduced to 

Adventism and specifically the Belladrum Seventh

-day Adventist Church by his mother who was 

baptized as a result of a public evangelism cam-

paign conducted by Pastor Gordon O. Martinbor-

ough.   

The Belladrum Seventh-day Adventist Church be-

came a fertile place for Colwick’s spiritual nurture 

and development. As a young Adventist, he be-

came very involved in youth work especially in 

Pathfindering, so much so that when the Berbice-

Mahaicony District established a youth federation 

(WEBMAAYS), Colwick was elected its first presi-

dent at age fifteen. Colwick also developed enthu-

siasm for public evangelism and while he was a 

student of the Mahaicony Government Secondary 

School, he was an active lay-evangelist conducting 

up to three meetings every year. Even after com-

pleting secondary school and being absorbed into 

the teaching service, his evangelistic activism con-

tinued.  (Continued on Page 66) 

Dr. Colwick Mervyn Wilson 

By Hayden Mc Kenna—  USC Editor and Writer 


